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DEADLINE 

All materials for publication must be submitted to the 

editor no later than the 15th day of each month. 

Publication date is the first day of each month. 
Electronic submissions of text, photos and ads are 

preferred and may be submitted via email, thumb 

drive or via a file hosting service. 
Sahib Shriners disclaim any liability from any loss or 

damages resulting from articles, opinions, statements 

or representations expressed or implied in this 

publication.  All rights reserved.  No part of this 

publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any 

form without written permission from the publisher, 

except by other officially recognized Shriners 

publications. In the event of approved reproduction, 

credit must be given in the publication to Sahib 

Shriners.  Requests for reproduction should be 

addressed to Sahib Shriners. 

 
SHRINERS HOSPITAL INFORMATION 
For information or assistance in contacting the 

Shriners Hospitals for Children call: 
 National: (800) 237-5055 

 Florida: (888) 665-KIDS (5437) 

 Sarasota: (941) 955-2494 

 e-mail: hospital@sahibshrine.org 
The Reporter is a monthly digital publication for members 

of the Sahib Shrine.  Printed copies can be obtained at the 

office for a fee. Annual membership dues are $125, payable 

to the Sahib Shrine Temple, Inc., 600 N Beneva Road, 

Sarasota, FL 34232. 

ON THE COVER: Noble Ron Conner plus several of his fellow Shriners and Ladies 

at the June Birthday and Anniversary Dinner Dance. 

Photo provided by Noble Charley Hamilton 
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Potentate’s 

Message 

Dear Nobles, 

Some years ago, a group of Shriners raised enough money to buy a parcel of land. 

They dreamed that eventually a building would rise on that spot to house a club and 

maybe some day a Shrine Temple dedicated to Shriners living in the area. As years 

went by, the club outgrew the local restaurant meeting places. With hard work and 

additional money raised by donations in 1975, a small building rose as Sarasota Shrine 

Club with approximately 800 members under the jurisdiction of Egypt Shriners. The 

Shrine Clubs of Sarasota, Manatee, Venice, Gulf, and DeSoto soon joined together and 

formed a Temple Committee to study the feasibility of a project to ask for a Shrine 

Temple in Sarasota. There was much opposition and, if not for the dedication and cash 

donations from many Nobles, there would not have been a successful ending and the 

creation of what became Sahib Shriners of today. 

Many Nobles and their Ladies have contributed with hard work, monetary 

donations, and endowments for the success of Sahib over the past 37 years. As those 

Nobles looked at the future in 1975, we now must do the same with hard work, 

monetary donations, and endowments for the future of Sahib. Membership is 773 

including 47 Associate Members. In order to keep Sahib, we must ask ourselves, “Are 

we or should we continue as a Shrine facility that the founders worked so hard to 

create?” Member’s dues are $125 and distributed as follows: An annual levy for 

Shriners Hospitals for Children (SHC) of $5.00 for each member (50% of which must 

be paid no later than March 31), the remainder no later than June 1 and October 1. A 

$30.00 per capita tax to Shriners International must be paid, 50% of the tax must be 

paid no later than March 1 and the remainder is paid June 1 and October 1. This leaves 

Sahib with $90.00 of each member’s dues, which is used quickly for payment 

obligations. 

Currently, there are no fundraising events that generate income to meet the 

obligations of the facility. Social activities around Sahib are not fundraisers. In most 

cases they lose money. Those activities are fraternal and social events for our members 

and friends. Fraternal activities and social events are not a plan for fundraising events. 

Notes from your Divan 
 

Potentate’s Message continued on page 4 
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Peace be with you, 

 

Bruce Porter 
 

Bruce Porter 

Sahib Shriners Potentate 2019 

This is a call to you, as a Mason and Shriner, to become active in Sahib Shrine of 

Sarasota to make sure Sahib continues to exist and flourish. The time is now! 

Donations in the past helped in the creation of Sahib and has allowed us to exist over 

these many years. There are no donations being made by individuals, clubs, or units as 

in the past to help in meeting the obligations of Sahib’s facility. Members should 

understand Sahib Shrine is the reason there are clubs and units. All members, clubs, 

and units exist because of Sahib Shrine—not the other way. What members, clubs, and 

units have is Sahib Shrine (our mother temple); clubs and units are secondary for the 

purpose of existence. New ideas, volunteers, and large fundraisers are needed to 

generate income ($10,000 or higher) to allow the existence of Sahib Shriners to 

continue. 

The Hometown Heroes Restaurant/Bar and the rental of the main hall are 

generating the only income to meet the obligations of Sahib Shriners. There is no other 

income source which puts our facility in a financially sustainable situation. We must 

have income. Visit the restaurant/bar once a month, or more if possible. Much of our 

customer base is non-members and they continue to return several times a month. 

Please use the facility for parties if you are looking for such rentals, and suggest to 

your social network what the facility offers, by checking with our Recorder or 

Accounts Receivable. You may be surprised in what can be offered. 

We will soon schedule a special meeting to discuss the future for Sahib. All 

members should attend. The question from many is, “What does Sahib offer me as a 

member?” We should be asking “What can I give to Sahib as a member?” Members 

must rededicate themselves if we are to continue our purpose as Sahib Shriners for the 

SHC in our area. 

Potentate’s Message continued from page 3 
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Official Call 

STATED 
MEETING 

Thursday  

July 11, 2019 

 & Men’s Luncheon 
12:00 p.m. 

2019 Dues Card and Fez Required 
No Short Pants 

Official Call 

STATED 
MEETING 

Thursday  

Aug. 1, 2019 

 & Men’s Luncheon 
12:00 p.m. 

2019 Dues Card and Fez Required 
No Short Pants 
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Recorder’s Notes 
Ed Firquin, recorder@sahibshrine.org 
 
 
 
 

Notes from your Divan 
 

The summer has arrived and we are enjoying a 

little less traffic. The Imperial Session is here and there 

may be changes in our Shriners Children’s Hospitals 

across the nation. We will learn more when the session 

is over as patients seeking our services are fewer. 

The Men’s Luncheon has changed; no longer will 

there be a served luncheon each week. There will be 

only one luncheon which will be on the first Thursday 

of each month, which will continue the activity as done 

in the past weekly luncheon. It was suggested by 

Emeritus Noble Bill Batten that Nobles continue to 

come to Sahib on the other Thursdays to meet and 

socialize, ordering food and drinks from the restaurant. 

This is a great idea, and the Nobility should follow his 

suggestion. 

The Recorder’s monthly report for membership to 

the Imperial was 773 regular members (Sahib 

members), 47 associates (members of other temples 

and associates here), and total reported to Imperial for 

the month of April 820. As you know, the membership 

continues to decline and fewer new members are 

joining our fraternity. This has created a problem for 

many Shrine Temple Centers, including Sahib Shriners. 

We are at the cross road and the monetary situation has 

arrived. Although this situation advanced toward Sahib 

for many years as membership declined and additional 

costs were being incurred, things continued with little 

change. Now we must come together as Masons and 

Nobles to work for the continuation and existence of 

Sahib as we know it in the community. Let us work as 

our founders did to create this temple and continue the 

existence of Sahib Shriners in our community. 

Remember to visit Hometown Heroes. The food is 

really good, the drinks are cold, and it’s a great place to 

meet with your Noble Brothers. 

I’ll see you around the temple, and don’t forget the 

child within. 

One Thursday at the Shrine (left to right) Floyd LaDue, Tom 
Mabray, Fred Ellis.                  Photo provided by Lady Becky Zeissler 

mailto:recorder@sahibshrine.org
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Photos: Noble Charley Hamilton 
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Photos: Noble Charley Hamilton 
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In this month when we celebrate the 

founding of our republic, I thought a 

selection from the prayers of Pastor Peter 

Marshall, one-time Chaplain of the United 

States Senate, would be appropriate for us to 

review. 

Reverend Marshall prayed: 

Help us to live together as a people who 

have been forgiven a great debt. 

Help us to be gentle, walking softly with 

one another. 

Help us to be understanding, lest we 

shall add to the world’s sorrow or cause to 

flow one needless tear. 

Help us to stand for what is right, not 

because it may yield dividends later, but 

because it is right now. 

Help us to be as anxious that the rights 

of others shall be recognized as we are that 

our own shall be established. 

Help us to be as eager to forgive others 

as we are to seek forgiveness. 

Help us to know no barriers of creed or 

race, that our love may be like Thine—a love 

that sees all men as Thy children and our 

brothers. 

He added in a later prayer, “Bless this 

land that we love so much, our Father, and 

help her to deposit her trust, not in armies 

and navies, in wealth and material resources, 

or in achievements of the human mind, but in 

that righteousness which alone exalts any 

nation, and by which alone peace can finally 

come to us. This we ask in your Holy Name. 

Amen.” 

As we celebrate our independence, let us 

look at our flag and remember it is not the 

wind that makes it fly, but the last breath of 

all those who have given their lives for it. 

Chaplain’s Notes 
Lou Ortt, PM, Chaplain, lhortt@verizon.net 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                         “What is done in love is well done.” – Vincent Van Gogh 

mailto:lhortt@verizon.net
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June-August is dark for the Manatee 

Shrine Club, but plans are already being 

made for the opening of the season starting in 

September. Two socials are currently 

planned, and we invite other Shriners to join 

us at one or both of the socials. Just contact 

Russell Sexton, Acting President, at 

drsexton45@gmail.com or 941-773-7280 for 

more information or reservations. Note the 

Manatee river cruise is, however, limited to 

the first 44 individuals registered. 

If you are a member of the Manatee 

Shrine Club and participated in the 2019 

ballpark program, then you will earn a $10 

credit for each social attended to be applied 

Manatee Shrine Club 
Russell Sexton, Secretary/Acting President, drsexton45@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 

toward your meal at a regular MSC monthly 

meeting. This is a good reason to join the 

Manatee Shrine Club. We have very 

interesting speakers at our monthly meetings 

along with a delicious lunch provided by the 

Peridia Golf & Country Club. We meet on 

the first Friday of the month—January 

through May and September through 

December. Social hour starts at 11:00 a.m. 

with lunch at noon. 

The men and ladies have their business 

meeting and meal separately, but join for 

dessert/coffee and to listen to the guest 

Manatee Shrine Club continued on page 16 

 

mailto:drsexton45@gmail.com
mailto:drsexton45@gmail.com
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speaker. If interested in one free lunch as a guest, you 

can contact one of the board members or any other 

member and indicate your interest in attending a 

monthly meeting. Board members are Russell Sexton, 

Giles Light, Tom McGill, Charlie Titus, Jim Fletcher, 

and Ernie Ryder. 

The September 6 meeting will be held at the 

Peridia Golf & Country Club. The hot meal includes 

Caesar salad, rolls, Chicken Parmesan, roasted 

potatoes, and chef’s vegetable. The cold meal is a 

Caesar salad with grilled chicken. The dessert is 

spumoni. Our guest speaker will be Mary Fletcher, 

who will describe the “Joys and Perils of Ostrich 

Farming.” For meal reservations, contact Russ Sexton 

at drsexton45@gmail.com or 941-773-7280. Note, to 

guarantee a hot meal, all reservations need to be in to 

Russ Sexton five (5) days before the meeting which is 

always the first Friday of the month. After that date, a 

cold meal will be available. The cost of the meal will 

remain at $15 until January 2020. 

To all MSC members, have a safe and rewarding 

summer vacation and return for our September 6 

meeting and share the stories of your interesting 

adventures. 

 

Manatee Shrine Club continued from page 15 

 

Honored: 55 Years A Mason 
 
 
 
 
 

Past Potentate Carroll “Scrib” Scribner was 

honored by Venice Lodge #301 on the occasion of the 

celebration of his 55th anniversary as a member of the 

greatest brotherhood on earth, Freemasonry. He was 

received by Worshipful Master Adam S. Kendall with 

honors and a program of celebration was presented by 

Right Worshipful John F. Wermann. 

Scrib began his Masonic journey at Ashlor Lodge 

#105 in Lewiston, Maine and continued on through 

Scottish Rite, York Rite, and Shrine Degrees and has 

served in many capacities through the years. As with 

many Masons, his interest was drawn to Shrine activities 

and he served in more offices than can be recalled, 

culminating in service as Potentate of Sahib Shriners in 

2016. Along the way, his love for his Blue Lodge never 

waned. 

The personal highlight of the 

evening was the presentation of Grand 

Honors by the assembled brothers. It 

was a beautiful evening, very well 

presented, and received with humility 

and gratitude. 

mailto:drsexton45@gmail.com
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Motor Corps Shrine Club 
Giles Light (G-man), Secretary, gileslight@aol.com 
 
 
 
 

A Sahib Reporter in July.  This still 

takes some getting used to. Last year was the 

first, so you’d think by now your humble 

reporter would know exactly what he had to 

cover in this issue. Well, he’s getting closer, 

so let’s see how this goes. Stay with me. 

As we mentioned in last month’s 

Reporter, our annual trip to Murphy, North 

Carolina was held from May 30 through June 

2. While this is typically a fun-filled, trouble-

free weekend, this year did not pan out this 

way. Unfortunately, we had a couple of bikes 

go down the first day. In the first incident, 

there were no reported injuries. The second 

incident did result in one of our very 

experienced riders colliding with a truck and 

trailer that crossed over the double yellow 

median line. The result was a two-day 

hospital stay and a delay in returning to 

Florida. We can report, however, that the 

riders and bike are now back home. 

Kudos to all of our members who 

participated in the Scottish Rite Reunion the 

weekend of May 18-19. Motor Corps 

members were active participants in the 9th, 

10th, 14th, 20th, and 28th degrees. We want 

to acknowledge all their hard work: Dan 

Tibbetts, Les Ruggiero, Jim McKinney, 

Barry Hart, Bryan Pullman, Eric Bock, 

George Mitchell, Scott Steelman, and 

Hampton Crimi. In addition to their work in 

the degrees, Bryan Pullman was Assistant 

Degree Master in the 14th and 20th degrees, 

and Hampton Crimi was the Degree Master 

in the 28th degree. Don’t think the Scottish 

Rite Reunion would have been such a success 

without the efforts of our Motor Corps 

members. 

The Motor Corps continues to plan for 

our Casino Night on November 16. We are 

soliciting sponsors for the event. If you know 

of a company or organization that would like 

to help us out, have them contact any member 

of the Motor Corps. At this point, we are 

confirmed for a blackjack table, roulette 

wheel, Texas Hold ‘em poker table, and a 

craps table. We are going to have a number 

of prizes for participants, a few of which are 

already on hand (see photos). So be sure to 

mark your calendar for this super event. 

The Motor Corps is also conducting a 

raffle on a Henry Masonic Rifle to benefit Henry Masonic rifle drawing on November 16. 
              Photo provided by Noble Giles Light Motor Corps continued on page 18 

 

Two of the prizes that will be given away at the Casino 
Night in November. 

Photo provided by Noble Giles Light 

mailto:gileslight@aol.com
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Shriners Hospitals. Only 300 tickets will be sold at $20 

each. The rifle is made in the U.S. and its manufacturer 

describes it as “Henry Golden Boy Freemasons 

Tribute Edition in .22 LR rimfire, proudly featuring 

imagery instantly recognizable by Masons everywhere 

on its brightly polished silver receiver.” Drawing will 

be held the same night as Casino Night. 

Drill Team members of the Motor Corps are 

already practicing for next year’s competition. 

Currently, they take place on the third Saturday of 

each month at the Sarasota Vo Tech parking lot. If you 

happen to drive by when they are at work, stop by and 

say “Hello” and “Best wishes.” 

Before ending this month’s column, the Motor 

Corps wants to give you a heads-up on the Birthday & 

Anniversary Dinner Dance for August. The date is 

Tuesday, August 13. The theme is “Summertime 

Cruzin.” Appropriate attire is summertime casual. 

That means no coat and tie. Recommended attire is 

Guayabera shirts and slacks for men, dressy casual 

commensurate attire for women. Menu selections will 

be available next month. We will be having a 50/50 

drawing and a Silent Auction. Finally, look for one of 

our white Harley-Davidson motorcycles in the lobby 

the night of the event. 

We have several Motor Corps members and their 

ladies with birthdays this month. July birthdays 

include Darren Bracken (Schmoozer) on the 5th, John 

Hubbard (Hotrod) on the 7th, Kathy Galanti on the 

14th, and Wally Lacey (Red Dog) on the 28th. We also 

have two members and their ladies with anniversaries 

this month. Don (Honey Bear) and Beverly Brown are 

celebrating on July 15th and Tony Galanti (G) and 

Kathy on the 31st. 

  

 

Motor Corps continued from page 17 

 

Remember what a craps table looks like?                                                                                                 Photo provided by Noble Giles Light 
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The fez is a truncated, cone-shaped felt 

cap, generally red, with a long black tassel. 

Formally the national headdress of the Turks 

and worn by men in Egypt and North Africa. 

In the western world, the fez has long been a 

symbol of partying conventioneers and 

adopted by the Masonic service club, the 

Shriners. Originally of Greek origin, the fez 

was worn throughout the Ottoman Empire in 

the 19th century by royal decree of Sultan 

Mahmud Khan II (1808-1839).   

In modern culture, the fez continues to 

represent relaxation, if not debauchery. 

When a cartoon character wears a fez, he is 

representing indolence, not fraternalism. The 

Moose International members wore a fez 

from their founding in 1888 until 1992; and 

the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks used 

a purple fez since their founding in 1868. It is 

the fez-attired Shriners who have entered 

popular history as the archetype symbol of 

the fez. 

The fez has been used as the image of 

partyers as visual shorthand and for comedic 

effect. In the comics, The Yellow Kid (1896) 

wore a tasseled red fez. Laurel and Hardy in 

Sons of the Desert (1933) wore fezzes. 

Middle-aged white conventioneers in fezzes 

were depicted in Mad Magazine in 1998. 

National Lampoon's Doom mentions a 

“convention of fez-wearing Shriners from the 

Benevolent Planetary Order of Elkoids.” 

The fez is a common visual device if 

film. In Austin Powers: The Spy Who 

Shagged Me (1999), the assassin wears a red 

fez with tassel. In Bye Bye Birdie (1953), 

Janet Leigh walks into a back room of fez-

adorned men. Other depictions can be seen in 

blacksploitation films such as Willie 

Dynamite (1974) and comedies like Let’s Do 

It Again. 

Television has recognized the symbol of 

the fez. Depictions of middle-aged or older 

men wearing fezzes and driving mini-cars, 

such as in a 1999 episode of Johnny Bravo, 

do not need to be identified as such to be 

recognized as parodying Shriners. Judge 

Harry Stone has a fez hanging on his coat 

rack in several episodes of Night Court, while 

a Shriner's fez is prominently displayed in 

Ted Mosby's apartment in How I Met Your 

Mother (2010).  

Anti-Masonic claims originating with 

Jack T. Chick: “We know that Christians 

were murdered by Muslims for not 

converting to their false religion. The Fez 

worn by Freemasons (?) is a symbol of the 

massacre of Roman Catholics in Fez, 

Morocco, who refused to abandon their 

faith.”  “The original Fez was red because it 

was dyed in the blood of the murdered 

Christians”—there is no evidence of truth in 

this. This man rambles and babbles with little 
or no regards for facts or truth.  

 

Hospital Transportation 
Dick Schmidt, Chairman, hospital@sahibshrine.org 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hospital@sahibshrine.org
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  Past Masters’ Notes 

Gary Wonning, President, cmdr07@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A little history on Fredericksburg Lodge 

#4, Brother George Washington’s home 

lodge. 

Fredericksburg, Virginia has a long and 

distinguished history. It has a very important 

place in the formation of the American 

experiment. Along with that, Fredericksburg 

Masonic Lodge #4 Free and Accepted 

Masons contributed more than probably any 

other Masonic Lodge in America. Its first 

recorded meeting was on September 1, 1752 

with 13 members present. The record book 

still exists today and is in possession of the 

lodge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the years, the lodge has had many 

homes, beginning in 1756 when it met at a 

tavern on the northeast corner of Amelia and 

Caroline streets. This tavern at the time was 

owned by a member, Charles Julian. 

Finally, on April 4, 1757, the lodge 

obtained a Charter from the Grand Lodge of 

Scotland for the sum of seven pounds. Past 

Master Daniel Campbell presented the 

petition in Edinburgh, Scotland. On July 21, 

1758, the Grand Lodge of Scotland issued a 

formal Charter for “The Lodge at 

Fredericksburg.” The Scottish Charter 

acknowledged the members of the Lodge at 

Fredericksburg was a Regular Lodge of Free 

and Accepted Masons and was “constituted, 

erected and appointed with the … Brethren 

aforesaid and their Successors … a Just, true 

and regular Lodge of Free and Accepted 

Masons.” The Scottish Charter, engraved on 

the very best quality parchment, is still in 

existence and in the possession of the Lodge. 

More to follow next month. 

The Past Masters visited Manatee Lodge 

on June third during their regular meeting. 

We have a table at the Thursday 

luncheon located in the northeast corner of 

the main hall at the Sahib Shrine Center. All 

are welcome! 

The Past Masters meet every fourth 

Monday, except June and December, at the 

Sahib Shrine at 7:00 p.m. If you are a Past 

Master of any Masonic lodge, from any state 

or country, come early, enjoy the best food 

and coldest drinks in all of creation, good 

camaraderie, and join with us in making this 

a better world in which to live. 

The George Washington Obligation Bible, with which 
he was initiated into the Lodge at Fredericksburg. 

mailto:cmdr07@gmail.com
http://www.beashrinernow.com


Vol. 38, No. 7 SAHIB REPORTER 23 
 

  

 
  

PLEASE NOTE: 
THE DEADLINE FOR 

 THE REPORTER IS THE 
 15TH OF EACH MONTH. 

 
WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR 

ARTICLES, PHOTOS, AND TIPS ABOUT 

SHRINERS EVENTS. 
 

EMAIL: RZEISSLER@YAHOO.COM 

Don’t Miss Out on the Fun! 

Queen of Hearts 
7:00 p.m. Every Thursday! 

Only $1.00 per chance to win. 

Enjoy our special 
$13.99 All-you-can-eat Buffet 

mailto:dashia@drmelectric.com
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Oriental  
Band Notes 
Noble Robert E. Stihler, resnwk@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Band traditionally “goes dark” 

during July and August to enjoy a leisurely 

“summer vacation.” 

Sahib Oriental Band’s Tong #54 

presented two Mandarin Degrees in June, the 

first one on June 19 to initiate the balance of 

Band members who had not yet Met the 

Mandarin, and the second presentation on 

June 26 during which additional neophytes 

Met the Mandarin. Ah Sooo! 

https://twitter.com/sahibshriners 

Don’t Miss Out on the Fun! 

Queen of Hearts 
7:00 p.m. Every Thursday! 

Only $1.00 per chance to win. 

Enjoy our special 
$13.99 All-you-can-eat Buffet 

The Tong worked hard during June to 

perfect the degree, and the results showed. 

Remember the kids in the hospitals. 

God bless you. God bless our troops. 

God bless America. 

Yours in the faith, 

Robert E. Stihler 
1st VP / Secretary 

145th Imperial Session of Shriners International is 
taking place June 30 through July 4 in Nashville, 
Tennessee. Your Imperial Representatives this year 
are Illustrious Sir Bruce Porter, Chief Rabban Gene 
Marinelli, Assistant Rabban David Walters, and 
Recorder Emeritus Bill Batten. There are several key 
issues to be decided, most notably discussions and 
voting regarding a change of status of several of our 
Shriners Hospitals. Please try to attend the Stated 
Meeting on July 11 for information from these 
discussions. – Assistant Rabban David Walters 

mailto:resnwk@aol.com
https://twitter.com/sahibshriners
https://twitter.com/sahibshriners
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Mariners’ Notes 
Gary Wonning, cmdr07@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark this date on your calendar: 

November 2, 2019. The Commodore’s Ball, 

honoring Commodore Don Vos, will be held 

at Sahib Shrine and is a black-tie event. 

Watch for further announcements. There will 

also be a Facebook event page. 

If you haven’t had the opportunity to 

enjoy a Mariner’s event, please attend the  

next meeting. Come and be our guest for fun, 

food, and fellowship. We have added a 

couple of members. We are on our way back! 

We are once again meeting at Sahib Shrine! 

Our meetings are once again on the 

second Wednesday of the month, per our 

bylaws. The Mariners are going to be dark in 

July and August, but come September we 

will begin making plans for next year. 

Our boat will be in the Labor Day 

parade—plan on riding along. 

We meet at 6:00 p.m. with social hour, 

dinner at 6:30 p.m., and meeting to follow. 

Our goal is to start at an earlier time, allowing 

those who work an opportunity to attend 

while allowing those who don’t care to drive 

after dark an opportunity to get home before 

the sun goes down. 

There is an excellent opportunity to take 

an active role in this great organization as we 

still have a couple vacancies to fill on the 

bridge! The Mariners also have state and 

national organizations. Come and join us, 

join in the fun, and help the kids at the same 

time. The kids need you, we need you, and 

America needs the Shriners and Masons. 

For more information call me at 941-

587-0958, or email at cmdr07@gmail.com. 

 

http://www.masonichomeofflorida.org
mailto:cmdr07@gmail.com
mailto:cmdr07@gmail.com
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love, relief, truth and friendship; a belief in 

Deity.  Such principles are unified in that 

they describe a quality of a person in almost 

every context, not just occasionally. We 

don’t think of a person being virtuous only in 

the morning hours with plenty of coffee in the 

system. Moral excellence should describe a 

Mason continuously, not just in the morning 

or inside the Lodge. 

Second, the practice of virtue 

presupposes knowledge and education. 

Courage, for example, cannot be 

demonstrated by one who is ignorant of risks 

and dangers. Whether to dispense justice or 

mercy requires full knowledge of facts and 

circumstances. Hence, the Winding Stair 

lecture sends us on a life time journey of 

observation, learning and contemplation. 

Third, Socrates asserts, one’s soul must 

be prepared and of the right disposition to 

receive and examine both the universal 

principles and to acquire and absorb 

knowledge. In this sense, a “student” must 

have a proper background and propensity to 

accept instruction. To pursue virtue and 

moral excellence, one must be both receptive 

to and prepared for growth, much as an 

Entered Apprentice makes his decision to 

leave the west and travel east. 

In the end, Socrates concludes that for 

virtue to be teachable (and learnable), a 

foundation of universal principles, 

knowledge, and personal receptivity must be 

present. 

Protagoras, like most philosophical 

writings, contains some pretty heavy stuff. 

(Nobody said pursuing virtue and moral 

excellence would be easy.) 

Can virtue be taught? Can we learn to 

live virtuous and upright lives; achieve some 

semblance of moral excellence? 

Freemasonry thinks so – it is what we came 

here to pursue. 

The Scottish Rite’s study of the virtues 

Masonic Digest / Scottish Rite 
Casey A. Fletcher, 32° KCCH, cfletcher@palletone.com 
 
 
 
 

“Then let us imitate this good man in 

his virtuous and amiable conduct.” Referring 

to the life and character of Hiram Abiff, the 

Master Mason Lecture thus instructs us. 

Freemasonry offers moral lessons so that 

we can learn to “…live virtuous and upright 

lives….” This is, perhaps, the point of our 

Masonic journey and what separates us from 

any other fraternal, civic, or service 

organization. 

In the Entered Apprentice degree, we 

learn to examine the four cardinal and three 

theological virtues. In the 2nd degree, a plan 

of education and self-development to 

inculcate them is offered. The Fellow Craft 

lecture implicitly assumes that virtue can be 

both learned and taught, and we seem to take 

for granted that it can be learned and taught 

without much thought.  

The Socratic dialogue Protagoras 

examines the question “can virtue be 

taught?” The dialogue between Socrates 

(469-369 BCE) and Protagoras (490-429 

BCE), which is often humorous, begins with 

a simple premise that virtue is “moral 

excellence” and proceeds to consider the 

parameters and conditions under which it 

might be both taught and learned. 

Such a pursuit is differentiated from 

those of medicine, mathematics, and science. 

In each of these disciplines, one need only 

find a learned professor in the specific field. 

But where does one find a teacher or college 

for learning virtue and moral excellence? 

Socrates notes that there is something here 

that defies academic studies, scholarly 

exercises, and professorial lectures. 

In the exchanges with Protagoras, 

Socrates explores some key ideas about 

virtue that seem to have found their way into 

Freemasonry. 

First, the actions of a virtuous person 
seem to be guided by some principles or 

precepts that are both universally applicable 

and unified. Freemasonry identifies many 

universal precepts, among them brotherly Masonic Digest continued on page 29 

 

mailto:cfletcher@palletone.com
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  and moral instruction continues on October 26th and 

27th. Petitions are available online at 
http://tampascottishrite.org/w/wp-

content/uploads/2013/07/tpa-scottish-rite-petition.pdf. 
The Valley of Tampa regularly meets at its Center 

in Tampa on the second Monday of each month. 

Dinner is served at 5:45 p.m., and the regular meeting 

starts at 7:30 p.m. At our July 8 meeting, the 13th 

degree, Royal Arch of Solomon, will be conferred at 

6:10 p.m., after dinner and before the meeting. At the 

meeting, Patents from the Spring Reunions will be 

presented. The meeting (but not the degree) is “open.” 

 

Casey Fletcher is sitting Master of Tuscan Lodge 

No. 6 in Bartow, Florida. He observes that 

Freemasonry may be one of the few, if only, 

institutions in our society where an adult man may 

investigate and consider issues of philosophy and 

virtue without argument or judgment or debate. He 

has had a busy business travel schedule of late. He 

hopes it is noticed that this missive is not original or 

unique, but has been recycled from the October 2016 

edition. 

 
Masonic Digest continued from page 28 

 WE’VE GOT ALL THE GAMES! 

Join Us to Cheer On Your Team 

All Games on our 17 TVs 

Menu and Drink Specials! 

600 N Beneva Rd 

Sarasota 

http://tampascottishrite.org/w/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/tpa-scottish-rite-petition.pdf
http://tampascottishrite.org/w/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/tpa-scottish-rite-petition.pdf
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Sar-I Court No. 79 – LOSNA 
Ginny Hochroth, High Priestess, kginny@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As the summer progresses, we Ladies of 

the Oriental Shrine of North America, 

LOSNA, are all busy planning, honing our 

skills, and practicing as we are looking 

forward to September when we meet again. 

We are planning our Christmas in July 

when we will bring our new toys to the 

Shrine on July 16-26. They will be delivered 

to the hospital on July 31, 2019. Please help 

us help our children. 

We are honing our skills to participate in 

our annual golf match at our Tampa hospital 

where all the proceeds go to the hospital for 

our children. 

We are practicing our routines for our 

Sunshine Unit Meet. There we will see old 

friends and meet new ones. 

Ladies, if any of these activities interests 

you, please call me. I will show you how you, 

too, can be a LOSNA member. We have fun, 

help our children, and build lasting 

friendships. I’m looking forward to hearing 

from you. Please call 727-510-6323. 

Angel hugs and kisses. 

 

 

 

 

High Priestess Ginny Hochroth 

    “It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do not stop.” –Confucius 

From top, clockwise: Oriental Dancers, Klassy Kickers, 
and Grand Council Lynda Stone’s Phantoms of the 
North.              Photos provided by Lady Ginny Hochroth 

mailto:kginny@aol.com
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Nyla Temple 
Donna Kay Duffy, Queen, cdd84@aol.com 
 

a.m. and the session started at 11:00 a.m. We 

meet at the Scottish Rite Center, 240 Tuttle 

Street in Sarasota. 

Some of our ladies will be attending the 

Supreme Session in Reno, Nevada in June. 

We look forward to meeting old friends and 

making new ones. Since I am repeating as 

Queen, I have not had a chance to meet my 

counterparts. My Supreme Queen will have 

many new things to share with us. 

Have a good summer. Stay cool and 

enjoy yourself. 

 

 

 

 

Hello again! Hope you have not had a 

lot of rain and are doing well. The ladies of 

Nyla Temple have been busy this month. At 

our May 2 session, we installed the officers 

that could not attend the April session. 

We had the pleasure of preparing and 

serving dinner for the members of Phoenix 

Lodge on May 7. It was wonderful to meet 

their members. Everyone seemed to enjoy the 

meal, and we will do this again in the fall. I 

was able to talk to several wives and other 

women who attended the dinner. 

Our last session before the summer 

break was on Thursday, May 30. We had 

fellowship with coffee and sweets at 10:30 
Donna Kay Duffy, Queen 

 

 

https://twitter.com/sahibshriners 

mailto:cdd84@aol.com
https://twitter.com/sahibshriners
https://twitter.com/sahibshriners
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Please consider making a donation to the 

Sahib Shriner’s Capital Asset Addition 

Replacement Trust Fund. Use the form at left. 

mailto:recorder@sahibshrine.org
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If you're a Noble of 
the Shriners searching for 
brotherhood and 
camaraderie, remember 
that Sahib Shriners is yours. 

Find your way and 
enjoy your membership. 

Sahib is always in 
need of assistance with 
duties. There are many 
activities to become 
involved with for your 
pleasure. 

Don't travel alone. 
Bring someone with you to 
travel the journey crossing 
the hot sands to the 
welcoming shade of our 
goodly temple. 
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  Blue July, bright July, 

Month of storms and gorgeous blue; 
Violet lightnings o’er thy sky, 
Heavy falls of drenching dew. 
George Meredith 
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JULY 

July 1 – July 4 2019 Imperial Session in 
Nashville, Tennessee  

Monday, July 1  Monday Night Bingo 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, July 2 Bingo – Main Hall 9 a.m. 
Englewood Shrine Club 11:30 a.m. 

Thursday, July 4 Independence Day 
SAHIB IS CLOSED 

Friday, July 5 Queen of Hearts 7 p.m. 
Manatee Shrine Club 11 a.m. 

Monday, July 8 North Port Shrine Club stated 
                   meeting 11:30 a.m. 
Monday Night Bingo 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, July 9 Bingo – Main Hall 9 a.m. 
Birthday/Anniversary Dinner Dance 

Thursday, July 11 Stated Meeting 12:45 p.m. 
Men’s Luncheon 
Queen of Hearts 7 p.m. 

Monday, July 15 REPORTER DEADLINE 
Monday Night Bingo 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, July 16  Bingo – Main Hall 9 a.m. 
   Venice Shrine Club 11 a.m. 

Wednesday, July 17 Motor Corps Shrine Club 7 p.m. 

Thursday, July 18  Queen of Hearts 7 p.m. 

Monday, July 22 Monday Night Bingo 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, July 23 Bingo – Main Hall 9 a.m. 

Thursday, July 25 Queen of Hearts 7 p.m. 

Monday, July 29 Monday Night Bingo 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, July 30 Bingo – Main Hall 9 a.m. 

For a complete calendar online, 
visit https://www.brownbearsw.com/cal/sahibshrine 

 

 

9-10TH: FASMC MID-SUMMER 
GET-TOGETHER IN 
PORT CANAVERAL, COCOA, FL 

14-17TH: SESA IN PIGEON FORGE, 
TENNESEE 

Coming in August… 

WE’VE GOT ALL THE GAMES! 

Join Us to Cheer On Your Team 

All Games on our 17 TVs 

Menu and Drink Specials! 

600 N Beneva Rd 

Sarasota 

https://www.brownbearsw.com/cal/sahibshrine
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