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Notes from your Divan

Potentate’s
Message
May a bright and prosperous New Year bring happiness to you and yours.
I am grateful to the nobility for having the confidence to elect me to be your Potentate for
2018. I am looking forward to a year of cooperation and fellowship. With a positive attitude, nothing
can stop us from being successful. Successful in attaining our membership goals, and sharing the
opportunities we have to support the world’s greatest philanthropy, Shriners Hospitals for Children.
“A new leaf.” January! This is the month when we get to turn over a new leaf. Some of us
who are senior Shriners look at our “leaf” and realize that it is not quite as green as it was 20 years
ago. However, as long as we have it, let us turn it on January 1st and begin 2018 with a strong
determination to make this year the best year yet in our own personal lives and in the history of our
beloved Sahib Shrine.
Lady Juanita and I are looking forward to 2018. Our Motto is “Lighting the Future for Our
Children.” Thank you to the nobility of Sahib for your overwhelming support and confidence.

Yours faithfully,

Del Rawlinson
Sahib Shriners Potentate 2018
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Official Call

STATED
MEETING
Thursday
January 11, 2018

•
•
•

11:00 a.m. Fun & Fellowship
12:00 p.m. Lunch
12:45 p.m. Meeting Opens

2018 Dues Card and Fez Required
No Short Pants

Official Call

STATED
MEETING
Thursday
February 8, 2018

•
•
•

11:00 a.m. Fun & Fellowship
12:00 p.m. Lunch
12:45 p.m. Meeting Opens

2018 Dues Card and Fez Required
No Short Pants

Vol. 37, No. 1

Chief Rabban
Bruce Porter, bruceporter@hotmail.com
Happy New Year. Thank you for
allowing me to continue serving you. What
are the responsibilities of the Chief Rabban?
• The Chief Rabban shall act as
Potentate during the absence of the
Potentate.
• Complete the temple budget for the
ensuing year in time for submission at
the temple meeting at which the
budget is to be approved by the
nobility.
• He shall perform supervision over
those persons, committees, and
activities as shown in the temple
organization chart.
• He shall plan and execute those duties
over which he is given total
responsibility by the
temple
organization chart.
• He shall be given the authority to plan
for conventions, trips (as approved by

SAHIB REPORTER
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•
•
•

•

•

the nobility), and all other activities in
his calendar.
He shall have the authority to sign
contracts and make deposits as
required by those contracts.
He shall plan for all appointments to
be made for his year.
He shall be allowed such privileges as
might be required for him to plan for
his year, providing that it does not
interfere with current activities of the
temple.
He shall have the authority to conduct
interviews with club and unit officers
to obtain the pertinent information
necessary to make sound judgements
on budgetary and appointment
matters.
He shall at all times assist the
Potentate in whatever matters the
Potentate deems necessary.

Sahib Shriners requests the pleasure of your company at the

Potentate’s Senior Prom
In Honor of

Illustrious Sir Delbert Rawlinson
& Lady Juanita

Saturday, January 27th
Schedule of Events:
FRIDAY EVENING, JANUARY 26, 2018
6:00 P.M.
Buffet Dinner ($12.00) at Sahib Shrine’s Sahara Room
Reservations Appreciated. Call 941-366-4449 x320
Presentations to follow
SATURDAY, JANUARY 27, 2018
5:30-6:00 P.M.
Potentate Reception for visiting Potentates, Sahib Cabiri Room
6:00-7:00 P.M.
Social Hour, Lounge
6:30 P.M.
Doors open for Ball and Social Hour
7:00 P.M.
Introductions, Sahib Shriners Auditorium
7:30 P.M.
Dinner served ($70.00 pp), Sahib Shriners Auditorium
8:30-Midnight
Entertainment and Dance begins, Sahib Shriners Auditorium
Lodging at LaQuinta Inns & Suites has been reserved at a special rate ($125.00 plus tax, incl.
continental breakfast) for out-of-town guests. Please call (941) 342-8778 for reservations
before January 6. Ask for Sahib Shriners rate.
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Recorder
Ed Firquin, recorder@sahibshrine.org
It’s been an exciting few months for me
that has brought many personal life changing
experiences to me. The 2017 year was very
challenging for Sahib and me personally.
Brotherly love and friendship was expressed
toward my lady and me of whom we will be
eternally grateful. I wish to thank those that
offered their prayers and thoughts for my
recovery from my medical conditions.
The 2018 year will bring social events to
Sahib that will be enjoyable. There will
continue to be challenges for us to confront
during the year. With the nobles getting
involved, I know challenges will be
overcome with vigor and with an attitude
toward continuation of the great Sahib
Shriners here in Sarasota.
To the elected officers of the clubs and
units, if you need assistance or information
concerning anything, please contact me. If I

“The best time to plant a tree was 20
years ago. The second-best time is now.”

January 2018

Notes from your Divan
don’t know or don’t have an answer to your
inquiry I will find out.

“With the nobles
getting involved, I know
challenges
will
be
overcome with vigor and
with an attitude toward
continuation of the great
Sahib Shriners.”

It is my hope and prayer that each of you
have a wonderful 2018. Don’t forget to visit
the Oasis Bar and Grill for good times. I will
see you around the temple and don’t forget
the child within.
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At the Venice Holiday Parade, 2017

Photos provided by:
Harold Bell

Left to right: Al “Corny” Cobb, Ian “Checkers” Grant, Harold “Scrappy” Bell, and
Joe “Boogie” Humphreys.

Steve “Inky” Holbrook
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Chaplain’s Notes
Lou Ortt, PM, Chaplain, lhortt@verizon.net
Isaiah 43:19 “Behold, I am doing a new
thing; now it springs forth. Do you not
perceive it? I will make a way in the
wilderness and rivers in the desert.”
Here we sit, looking at the beginning of
a New Year that holds all kinds of
possibilities. I hope we are not too exhausted
from the holiday season just completed to
begin looking at what’s ahead.
Before we begin to make and modify our
resolutions it is time to ask ourselves where
we are going and how we are going to get
there. If you don’t know, then any path will
get you somewhere, but is it where you want
to be? We need to set our sights on what we
want to accomplish.
Compare our present position to a
compass which traditionally points to
magnetic North. All the other positions are
relative to this position. It’s time we paused
and asked ourselves which track we prefer
and how we are going to get there. Our daily
activities have a way of overshadowing the
beauty and potential that is before us, but we

can find a way to hold it all within bounds. If
we are to grow and prosper we must find a
way. We must choose our direction carefully,
even through the craziness of our lives.
“Here we sit, looking at the
beginning of a New Year that holds
all kinds of possibilities.”

I like to think of this as an atonement. In
the past something went terribly wrong and,
whatever it was, somehow and some way we
are all responsible: something must be done
about it to make it right. We must work
through the veil shading the magnetic North
to find our direction, the route each
individual can take to help our fraternity
grow and prosper in the New Year. Let us all
set our goals high and strive to achieve
success.
Isaiah 48:6 “You have heard: now see all
this and will you not declare it? From this
time forth I make you hear new things which
you have not known.”

“People who shine from within don’t need the spotlight.”

SAHIB REPORTER
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At the Sarasota Holiday Parade, 2017
Photo provided by: Cub Dickerson

Photo provided by: Cub Dickerson

Photo provided by: Carol Hart

Photo provided by: Cub Dickerson
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Venice Shrine Club
Dana Pratt, danancy941@comcast.net
Fourteen of the Venice Shrine Club
(VSC) Kops gathered at the VSC building at
3:30 p.m. on Saturday, November 25, to
prepare for the parade. Libations were
offered up while all whipped everything into
shape to launch the van, trailer and “paddy.”
Many thanks again to Russ Mattson and
Chick Livingston, as all equipment including
“paddy” came alive without a hitch. After all
equipment was hooked up, the Kops all piled
into the van, driven by our favorite driver,
Bill Long, to head out to the parade. This was
the best turnout for a parade that VSC has had
in a long time! Many thanks to ALL for their
participation!!
While waiting for the parade to begin,
the Kops had great fun with all nearby
entrants and the other Shrine units that joined
us in the parade. VSC President, Jim Fahey,
hosted and prepared some outstanding
hotdogs (cooked in beer) for all Shrine
participants and others in the area as well.
This parade had lots of floats and units
participating from the Venice community,
and the attendance seemed even larger than
the previous holiday parades.
Some of the Kops walked while
interacting with the crowd, and some rode
hitching a ride on “paddy” or the VSC van.

The VSC van pulled the trailer in which the
terrific Kops balloon stood tall throughout
the entire parade route.
Early in the parade, a few of the Kops
arrested a prisoner, Tim Kinchla, and
escorted him to “paddy,” locking him up for
the rest of the parade.
Tim and all his antics while locked up
were a big hit along the parade route! It was
VERY obvious to see that the crowd loved
the Kops, and all the Shriners!!
“…the Kops all piled into the van,
driven by our favorite driver, Bill Long….”

At the end of the parade, near the Venice
Community Center, the equipment was all
secured for the ride back to the VSC building
and was all put back to rest waiting for the
next event. Then, snacks and libation were
offered up to all at the VSC building.
This was an outstanding event
enjoyed by all. the VSC Kops and all other
Shrine unit participants were definitely a big
hit at this parade. Our next outing will be the
Arcadia parade in early Spring of 2018.
This was a fun event for all. Come join
us next time!
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Motor Corps Shrine Club
Giles Light (G-man), Secretary, gileslight@aol.com
Happy New Year fellow Nobles and
Ladies. It is 2018. We hope everyone had a
joyous holiday season and a Happy New
Year. For our Jewish brothers, Hanukkah
began on Tuesday, December 12th and ended
on Wednesday, December 20th. For our
Christian brothers, the 12 days of Christmas
which started on Christmas Day will end on
January 5th. January 6th then marks the start
of the Carnival season. It is also the start of
the Mardi Gras season which ends on Fat
Tuesday, February 13, 2018. We hope all
can enjoy this festive time of year.

President Darren Bracken (Schmoozer)

In last month's Reporter we announced
club officers for 2018. Serving as President
for a second term will be Darren Bracken
(Schmoozer). He's already got the club off to
a fast start with a list of activities for the year.
Motor Corps officers will be installed on
Wednesday, January 3rd at the Shrine
installation with other club and unit officers.
The Motor Corps participated in two
parades in late November and early
December. The Venice Parade on November
25th had six motorcycles in the parade:
Darren Bracken (Schmoozer), Hampton
Crimi (Monk), Barry Hart (Policyman), Rich
Robbins (Big Dawg), Eric Bock (Ironman),

and Roger Moore (007). The Sarasota Parade
on December 2nd had five motorcycles:
Steve Helin (Varmint), Barry Hart
(Policyman), Dave Mashia (Hollywood),
Mark deStefano (Dancing Bear), and Rich
Robbins (Big Dawg). Great job by our
members who helped make the parades a
success. We always have a good time at both
of these parades and particularly enjoyed the
reactions of all the kids.
We are also pleased to report that two of
our members are elected members of the
Divan. Del Rawlinson (Backwards) was
elected Potentate and Bruce Porter (Wizard)
was elected Chief Rabban at Shrine elections
on December 6th. We wish them both a very
successful year.
The December Birthday & Anniversary
Dinner Dance provided an opportunity for
one of our members and his lady to be
recognized. Potentate Del and Lady Juanita
Rawlinson were selected as the Anniversary
recipients for the month.
They were
celebrating their 37th anniversary in
December.
The Motor Corps Christmas/Holiday
Party was held at Sahib Shrine on Friday,
December 15th. Attendance at this year's
event totaled 54. We had a great choice of
food entrees and musical entertainment was
provided by Taylor & Taylor. Plaques were
presented to President Darren Bracken and
Motor Corps Member of the Year, Secretary
Giles Light (G-man). Hospitality was great
and we all were able to participate in the spirit
of the holiday season. Please see photos on
the following page.
On Saturday, December 16th, the Motor
Corps and the Widows Sons joined veterans
and family members to lay out Christmas
wreaths at the Sarasota National Cemetery. It
was an impressive sight to see all of the
motorcycles enroute to the cemetery. Motor
Corps members helped place wreaths on two
Continued on next page

Vol. 37, No. 1

SAHIB REPORTER

Page 15

Continued from previous page

of our late brothers: Jeff Young (Snowman)
and Ken Shipley (Doc).
The first of two Spaghetti Dinners
hosted by the Motor Corps this year will be
held on Sunday, February 18th. More details
will be available in next month's Reporter,
but mark your calendars and know that
tickets will be mailed out well before the
event.
We only have two birthdays and no
anniversaries to report in January. Gary
Nickols (Stumpy) will celebrate a birthday on
the 18th and Lady Peggy Sue Mitchell on the
31st.

Above: Motor Corps Member of the Year,
Giles Light (G-Man), with plaque stating
“In recognition of distinguished service to Masonry,
the Shrine and the Motor Corps of Sahib.”

A social hour with hors d’oeuvres (above)
preceded the Motor Corps Christmas party
dinner (below).

Past President John Hubbard presents the
President’s plaque to 2018 Motor Corp
President Darren Bracken.

Photos provided by Giles Light.
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Manatee Shrine Club
n

Paul Kline, President, pauliek23@gmail.com
Our December 1st regular meeting was
attended by 36 men and ladies at the Peridia
Golf & Country Club.
Following an
enjoyable holiday meal, the ballot of 2018
officers was presented for a vote and all
nominations were unanimously accepted.
Paul Kline was elected the President; Tom
McGill as Treasurer; Bill Padelford as
Secretary; Charles Titus, Ernie Ryder, and
Russell Sexton as Directors. Dr. Sexton
expressed his and the Club’s tremendous
appreciation for the out-going directors:
Conrad Jacobi, Jim Smith, and Ron LeVene.
Members were encouraged to attend the
Shrine Christmas party on Sunday,
December 10th at 4:00 p.m.
“The January social will
consist of a tour of the Gamble
Plantation on January 19, 2018.”

The after-lunch presentation was
provided by Paul Kline, who described
several of the speakers and social activities
for next year. He added that a primary goal of
the Club would be to restore the participation
of inactive members as well as discover new
members. Paul stated that the MSC club
officers would work closely with the Shrine

Divan to create expanded participation by all
clubs and units in the 2018 Pirates concession
program.
As related to next year’s meeting format,
the members expressed a strong desire to
return to separate meetings for the men and
ladies with an occasional joint meeting for an
interesting guest speaker. The men will meet
in the small dining room near the entrance to
the restaurant while the ladies will continue
to meet in the Palm Room. The social hour
will begin at 11:00 a.m. with the meal served
at 12:00 noon. The MSC officers will meet as
usual at 9:30 a.m.
The January 5th regular meeting will be
held at the Peridia Golf & Country Club with
our guest speaker being Mr. Kevin Kelley
representing WalkWiseFL. The focus of
Kelley’s presentation is safety awareness.
Meal selection will include a cold entrée of a
Chef Salad or the hot entrée of Roast Pork
Loin with natural gravy, potatoes, and
vegetable. The dessert will be Apple Crisp.
To make reservations for the meal, please
contact Russ Sexton via email at
drsexton45@gmail.com or phone Russ at
941/773-7280.
The January Social will consist of a tour
of the Gamble Plantation on January 19,
2018.

2nd Annual Ball Park Recognition Dinner Guests
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Schweinshaupt Retirement
Noble Gary Schweinshaupt
has spent 22 years as the
webmaster for Sahib Shrine, and he
announced in his weekly webletter
in December that he is retiring
from his duties.
The Shrine thanks Gary for his
talent, time, and dedication as he
takes a well-deserved rest from his labors. There are
three primary resources Schweinshaupt provided that
the membership has come to rely upon:
1. Web Calendar
2. Friday Webletter
3. SahibShrine.org website
This is where YOU come in. We need someone to
pick up the mantle and carry on this important work.
Schweinshaupt has stated he will help get the new
person started on one or all of these projects. Contact
Ill. Sir Del Rawlinson for information and to volunteer.

Thank You for these
November Donations:
Shriners Hospital for Children
George & Lucretia Burton

Hospital Transportation
Leslie Hogle
Danny B. Holloway

Temple Operation Fund
The Cabiri of Sahib Shriners (IMO)
Kenneth C. Terryberry (IMO)
Margie Thomas

Sahib Shrine Circus
Kids ‘R’ Kids
Donald M. Valerino
David & Kay Wagner
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Speaker Bureau / Thursday Lunch
Harold Eady, Program Chairman, hjeady@comcast.net
J

Most residents are familiar with the name and, if you’re a
homeowner, you probably already know you pay taxes to the
Southwest Florida Water Management District, but who are they
and what do they really do? That’s something we get asked a lot!
Tara Poulton, senior government affairs regional manager
for the SWFWMD, will be offering an overview on January 4th
of the District as well as answering those very important
questions. You won’t want to miss it!

David Wolfe, Media Marketing Executive for over 35 years in three
key areas of Television, Radio and Newspaper. His presentation on
January 18th is titled “Five Facts in 20 Minutes That Will Impress Your
Friends.” This could be an “eye opener” to many of us Shriners.

Lisa Tsotsos is the administrator who leads the team running the Masonic Home of
Florida. Tsotsos says, “It is an honor to serve as the Administrator of the Masonic Home
of Florida. The Home has served seniors in St. Petersburg since 1902. The Grand Lodge
of Florida's mission then, and now, is to provide outstanding care and service for the
residents of the Home. Each day, the Grand Lodge's leadership, along with the Masonic
Home team, work to ensure that members get the services they need when they need
them.” Come hear the presentation on January 25th.m

Guest Speaker Roster
January 4

Tara Poulten, Government Affairs
Program Manager for Southwest
Florida Water Management
District speaking on “Water 101”

January 11

Sahib Stated Meeting, no stated
speaker

January 18

David Wolf, Media Marketing
Executive on “Five Facts in 20
Minutes That Will Impress Your
Friends”

January 25

Lisa Tsotsos, Administrator for the
Masonic Home of Florida
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Clown Corner
Harold “Scrappy” Bell, scrappysarasota@comcast.net
Hello to one and ALL in 2018 from the
Clown Unit. Of course, the clowns look
forward to working with one of their own,
Del Rawlinson, as the new Sahib
Potentate. Before we close 2017, we
certainly want to say “thanks” to William
“Bill” Balkwill for leading us successfully
through 2017.
The clowns had a happy time
participating in the Venice and the Sarasota
Christmas parades. The Venice parade
participants were Harold “Scrappy” Bell, Al
“Corny” Cobb, Ian “Checkers” Grant, Steve
“Inky” Holbrook, and Joe “Boogie”
Humphreys. There were many parade
viewers giving the clowns and their calliope
a very merry welcome with their cheers and
thumbs up.
We were just a little short-handed for the
Sarasota parade with just two clowns
manning the calliope. Harold “Scrappy”
Bell and Al “Corny” Cobb were very busy
keeping the calliope Christmas music playing
while entertaining the crowd with their
puppets. Oh yes, judging by the crowd’s
reception, they enjoyed what they heard and
viewed from the calliope as we traveled
down the narrow parade route. Of course,
there are several pictures of the clown
participants for your viewing here in the
Reporter on this page and the following page.
Two clowns, Harold “Scrappy” Bell and
Al “Corny” Cobb participated in the annual
trip to the North Pole for terminally ill
children sponsored by the Manatee Sheriff’s
Office. The program was held at the Sarasota
Airport on December 7th. This journey was
over the 30th time that the Sahib Clowns
have helped to put some smiles on the faces
of the children and their parents. There were
several opportunities for the children to
participate in activities such as horseback
riding, buggy rides, snow slides, face
painting, building projects, bead making and,

of course, meeting with Santa Claus, who
provided each child and family with many
Christmas gifts. You can view several
pictures from the event of “Corny” and
“Scrappy” on page 22, and do not miss the
picture of “Scrappy” with Sheriff Wells.
As we bring 2017 to a close, we say
“thank you” to everybody who was
responsible for the temple Christmas
party. See you in December 2018 when the
celebration will be bigger, better and
celebrated by ALL.
As I close, just remember “it is our
Shrine children for whom we are working.”
At left: Sheriff
Wells and
Harold
“Scrappy” Bell
at the “Flight to
the North Pole.”
Below: Al
“Corny” Cobb
makes some new
friends.

Photos provided
by Harold Bell.
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Sahib Clowns Attend Manatee “North Pole” Event
Source: www.flighttothenorthpole.org
The Foundation for this program
started in 1985 by a number of Eastern
Airline flight attendants and has grown ever
since. For many years, the Manatee County
Sheriff’s Office and the Sarasota/Bradenton
Airport Fire Department make this a
memorable event for terminally ill children.
December 7, 2017, over 120 terminally
ill children were able to attend the event, and
for some, this may be their last memorable
holiday to celebrate with their siblings and
parents. The “Flight to the North Pole”
tradition continues in that each child that
attends [and their siblings] are presented with
gifts, lunch, and are entertained by volunteers
dressed as elves and clowns.
The Manatee County Sheriff and his
staff volunteer their time, along with Airport
Fire Department personnel. The Sheriff’s
Office helicopter transports “Santa,” who
lands at the airport Fire Station and greets the
children and their families with hugs.

The Sahib Clowns and the
Sar-I Lady Clowns made
lots of new friends at the
32nd annual “Flight to the
North Pole” event
December 7, 2017.
Photos provided by
Harold Bell.

Inside the Fire Station is a Santa’s
Workshop, where the children can sit with
Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus and tell them of
their list and receive their gift bags. Needless
to say, this is a memorable event not only for
the children, but for their families as well.
Volunteers
from
the
business
community and citizens from Manatee and
Sarasota counties provide dollars for gifts, inkind donations of food, time, gifts, door
prizes, entertainment and other services.
The end result is a Christmas
Wonderland of snow, elves, decorations,
lights, and Santa and Mrs. Claus greeting
each and every child, taking photographs,
and providing gifts. Lunch is served, choirs
sing, and volunteers surround the children
and their families to help them maximize
their time away from illness/disease and
enjoy the holiday without any stresses.
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Past Masters
Gary Wonning, cmdr07@gmail.com
Shortly after moving to Florida in 2001,
I decided to start attending lodge after a
fifteen-year sabbatical.
As I drove down Bee Ridge, I suddenly
realized I had forgotten all the passwords and
signs needed to gain admission to the lodge.
I had a paid-up dues card from my home
lodge, so I decided to continue on and see
what the evening brought.
Thankfully, I was greeted at the door by
accommodating and friendly brethren whom
I informed of my peculiar circumstance.
They escorted me to the preparation
room and graciously assisted me so I was
able to gain admission to the lodge in a timely
manner.
Brethren, if you find yourself in a similar
circumstance, to avoid a potentially
embarrassing situation, we have a solution.
Our annual Rusty Mason degree is held
to assist brothers who haven’t had an
opportunity to attend lodge for a while and
may be a little “rusty” in remembering the
required signs and passes to enter a tiled
lodge.

This year the Rusty Mason degree will
be held on Wednesday, January 17, 2018 at
the Sahib Shrine Center.
Plan on attending and invite a brother
who may be in a similar situation. The Rusty
Mason Lodge opens at 7:00 p.m. See you
there!
We have a table at the Thursday
luncheon, located in the northeast corner of
the main hall. Come early and enjoy good
camaraderie and a drink, lunch at 12:00 p.m.,
camaraderie begins at 11:00 a.m.
“This year the Rusty Mason degree
will be held on Wednesday,
January 17, 2018.”

The Past Masters meet every fourth
Monday, except December, at the Sahib
Shrine at 7:00 p.m.
If you are a Past Master of any Masonic
lodge, from any state or country, come early,
enjoy some chili and good camaraderie. Join
us in making this a better world to live in.

See lots of photos from the 2017
“Divan, Units and Clubs” Holiday Party
Pages 24 and 25
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Sahib Mariners
Cub Dickerson, cudoson@msn.com
We kicked off the Christmas/Holiday
Season with the Venice Parade which is
always a great way to start things off. After
getting all the kinks worked out, the boat
clean and rewired with new lights, we were
ready to go to the Venice Parade.
The following week, we headed down
Main Street in Sarasota! After cooking up a
bunch of hot dogs for our fellow Shriners we
were off to the parade with 11 Mariners and
one Mate. The big crowd was enthusiastic,
and with the carols and Christmas songs in
our ears we were ready to celebrate! The
evening could not have been better. Clear;
temperatures were in the low 70’s; a full
moon; and just a great, great evening.
Afterward, we enjoyed the afterglow at
the Shrine with Ill. Sir Bill Balkwill
providing beverages and hot dogs. A really
great way to ring in the Holiday Season.
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Notice: February 9th
Lobster Dinner Cancelled
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2018 Officers Selected
Sahib Oriental Band:
President: Floyd LaDue
Vice President: Robert Stihler
Treasurer: Tom McGill
Secretary: Jim Austin
Sahib Aides Unit:
President: Charley Hamilton
Vice President: David Joly
Treasurer: Jim Smith
Secretary: Charles Titus
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“People who shine from within don’t need the spotlight.”
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Filling Membership Rolls Has Always Been Tough
Source: newspaper clipping from The Pensacola Journal, September 1, 1921
“Hail ye, Nobles! See what’s coming!!
West Florida’s greatest Shrine Ceremonial
Saturday, September 24, 1921.
“But what is a ceremonial without
candidates? We must have them and plenty
of ‘em! The demand is insatiable—there is no
such thing as having too many; the more the
merrier.
“The Morocco Patrol yearns for
something to do and many to whom it may be
done.
“Therefore go out and get one. Beg,
cajole, influence, entreat, intimidate, kidnap,
induce, brow-beat, bluff—do what any
synonymous verb suggests—but get one to
sign the dotted line of the enclosed petitions
and to slip you the necessary coin of the
realm, which amounts to $100.”
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Masonic Digest / Scottish Rite
Casey A. Fletcher, 32° KCCH, dow@srtampa.org
Harry Truman (1884-1972), the Grand
Master of Missouri in 1940, told his
biographer, “They don’t come any better than
old Plutarch.” When wrestling with weighty
issues as our 33rd President, reading Plutarch,
Truman said, provided him with more
wisdom and insight than that all his advisors.
This missive continues the examination
of Plutarch of Chaeronea (45-120)—
exploring the proposition that our ancient
brethren read and were influenced by his
works when crafting Masonic ritual.
Previous articles (June, August and October
through December, 2017) called attention to
his work On Essays and its many precepts
common to Masonic work.
Plutarch’s essay “On Contentment” is a
letter to his friend Paccius, a Roman public
official, whom he gives advice maintaining a
balance of life. The letter is not an exercise in
boosting his friend’s self-esteem, it is clearly
intended to be “practical moral counseling.”
His aim was to help his friend become a
better human being, much as our ancient
brethren have striven to encourage us.
He begins by reminding Paccius that
faithfulness in religious pursuits is
foundational:
“…remember
and
acknowledge the gods particularly in times of
prosperity, so that when we are in need, we
may confidently petition them….”
Achieving happiness, contentment and
success in life, he next asserts, is not an idle
activity. “Inertia and laziness are no
remedy….” As Albert Pike says in the
beginning of the lecture to the 5th degree,
Perfect Master, “Idleness is the burial of a
living man.” We should never wait to see
what happens next; our lives should be
planned deliberately, focused properly and
conducted orderly.
Contentment, Plutarch advises, is
founded in charity and the performance of
good deeds. He reminds Paccius that “…the
omission of good deeds is…just as annoying
and disturbing as the commission of bad

deeds.” Doing good is its own reward; doing
good is our duty. We hear this in our Scottish
Rite ritual.
Plutarch continues further (for some 28
pages) on themes of justice (as in how we
treat each other as individuals, a major theme
within the Lodge of Perfection), the
irrelevance of possessions, the danger of
envy; freedom of conscience, toleration; the
need to recognize the limitations of our own
time and talents and much more. All such
themes are present in our Symbolic Lodge
ritual and developed further in the Scottish
Rite.
Above all, Plutarch advises Paccius (and
us) that achieving contentment and happiness
are about self-development; admonishing us
not to “…habitually live, out of stupidity,
with our attention on others rather than on
ourselves.” One must “follow the Delphic
inscription and know thyself.” This is an
important element of Freemasonry – striving
to become better human beings.
As espoused in the 32nd degree,
Master of the Royal Secret, Plutarch
reassures his friend that “…everyone has
within himself the resources which may lead
to contentment…” Our ancient brethren
clearly seemed to have “brought us” Plutarch
through the ritual they handed down to us.
He closes his letter to his friend with this
final advice, “…remember the past without
ingratitude and approach the future happily
and optimistically, without fear and without
apprehension.”
The next Scottish Rite Reunion is
May 5 and 6, 2018. As these missives
suggest, the ritual work is replete with
valuable instruction and wisdom from the
ancient sages. Petitions for membership can
be found at http://tampascottishrite.org.
The Valley of Tampa regularly meets
at its Center in Tampa on the 2nd Monday of
each month. Dinner is served at 5:45 PM. At
Continued on page 36
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Sahib Shrine Tailgate Party at Tropicana Field. Call Ill. Sir Del Rawlinson for details at (941) 951-0033
For more information, please visit:

www.ShrineGame.com
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The East-West Shrine Game, January 20 at St. Pete
Source: http://www.shrinegame.com
The East-West Shrine Game has come a long way
from its humble beginnings in San Francisco. Prior to
1925, the East-West Shrine Game was a baseball game
held several times between the Islam Shriners
(presently Asiya Shriners) and the Elks. While the
game raised money for each of their respective
charities, Shriners team captain E. Jack Spaulding
thought there must be a way to generate more exposure
for the organizations, and came up with the idea of
replacing the baseball game with football. He
determined that an all-star football game, featuring the
best college players competing against one another,
might be more successful, and the concept of the EastWest Shrine Game was born, with all net proceeds
from the game benefiting Shriners Hospitals for
Children.
On December 26, 1925, at San Francisco’s Ewing
Field, the top college football players from the East and
West coasts came together in an exciting match-up of
extraordinary talent, and the Shriners hosted the very
first college all-star football game in the nation, before
an audience of 25,000 fans — the largest crowd in the
ballpark’s history. The game raised $25,000, which
was donated to Shriners Hospitals for Children — San
Francisco. The game has continued to benefit Shriners
Hospitals for Children throughout its 90-plus year
history.
This is your chance to see tomorrow’s legends in
the making and support a very important cause.
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Sar-I Court No. 79 - LOSNA
Carol Hart, High Priestess, hrhrt@verizon.net
Welcome to the New Year of 2018. We
at Sar-I wish the new officers of Sahib a
successful year.
December was filled with Grand
visitation, parades, parties, and family. I
wish to thank Marylou Ellis and Charley
Hamilton for pulling our LOSNA float in the
Venice and Sarasota holiday parades. We
received many cheers and applause from the
spectators as we went by. The float was at
capacity with the largest turnout I have ever
seen. Don’t forget the wonderful Chick-fil-a
sandwiches before the Sarasota parade.
What a surprise to get these two years in a
row.
“The new year brings our annual fashion
show on February 24, 2018.”

The new year brings our annual fashion
show on February 24, 2018 at Courtyard on
the Riverwalk in Bradenton. This is an event
open to the public and we would love to see
you there. Contact Lady Patti Koopman at
(941) 378-4808 for reservations.

In February we will be holding another
ceremonial and are looking forward to new
ladies with new talents to complement our
court members. If you would like to be a part
of our great organization, you may contact
me at (941) 284-8119 or any of our members.
We have a wonderful social group that
the court could not exist without. This group
of ladies continue to extend a hand whenever
asked to do so. This is our Past High
Priestess (PHP’s) group. We are very
fortunate to have so many PHP’s at Sar-I that
continue to be active and promote our
philanthropy. A big thank you to each of you
ladies.
MASONIC DIGEST/SCOTTISH RITE continued from page 33

our January 8th meeting, our 2018 officers
will be installed.
Casey Fletcher is Past Master of
Tuscan Lodge No. 6 in Bartow, Florida. He
has not finished reading “On Essays,” so
there may be more of Plutarch’s work to
share. He agrees with Past Grand Master
Truman.

Grand Visitation 2017
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Nyla Temple No. 152
Katherine A. Rodd, PQ, Queen, kahr1946@gmail.com
Happy New Year to All from the Ladies
of Nyla Temple. Our Ladies are busy
preparing for our Supreme Queen Karen
Keuther’s visit. Decorations are being made
for the dining room, and some fun
decorations will be added to the temple itself.
Plus, they are in the process of planning the
luncheon menu with a Florida flair. We
welcome all to join us in giving our Supreme
Queen a warm welcome to Florida. Our
November fund raisers of yummy pecan
clusters and beautiful balsam wreaths were a
total success. Thank you all who purchased

these items for gifts. Sorry we ran out, but
look for us next year—we are increasing our
inventory. Let us all start our New Year with
a solid commitment to attend our respective
organizations. Remember to note your
calender with the dates of your respective
meeting days. Make an effort to attend each
and every one of them. You will see that the
officers and other members will heartily
welcome you, and at the same time you will
feel great.
In Nile,
Queen Katherine Ann
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Widows Sons Remember
Brothers, Honor Wives
At their Christmas party on December 16th, the
Widows Sons honored two former members, Ken
“Doc” Shipley and Jeff “Snowman” Young, who were
also members of the Sahib Shriners Motor Corps.
Presentations of Shipley and Young’s vests were
made to their widows, Beatty Shipley and Muriel
Young.

Beatty Shipley

Muriel Young

“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.”
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Oasis Bar & Grill: Revised, Revamped, Refreshing!
The restaurant at Sahib Shrine has had a menumakeover. You’ll find many of your old favorites, and
a few new surprises to tantalize your taste buds!
The soups are as good as you remember, and the
daily chili is always delicious. In fact, the chili pairs
well with the hot dogs and fries for a chili-cheese
delight. At the new weekly Monday Night Bingo event
(see ad, page 13), the chili-cheese offerings are reduced
in price to just $4.00!
Fresh, crisp salads are always a favorite, and a new
taco salad has been added as well. The taco salad
comes in your choice of chicken or beef, served in an
edible flour tortilla “bowl” piled high with lettuce,
tomatoes, onions, cheese, and homemade—yes, that’s

right—homemade salsa. The whole thing is garnished
with luscious sour cream.
The new “South of the Border” section also
includes beef or chicken quesadillas which have been
very well-received by those who have tried them. Piled
high with your choice of chicken or beef, plus onions,
bell peppers, tomatoes and cheese, these Mexican
favorites are then grilled to crunchy, gooey perfection.
Take a look at the menu below, or see it online at
www.SarasotaShrineCenter.com/Restaurant anytime.
Send the link to your friends, and let’s spread the
word about the Shrine’s own Oasis Bar & Grill.
As always, the Oasis Bar & Grill is open to the
public.
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Please consider making a donation to the
Sahib Shriner’s Capital Asset Addition
Replacement Trust Fund. Use the form at left.
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RibFest $25 pp

Get Your 2018
Potentate Shirts
Available Now!

Orders will be taken at Thursday Shriners Lunch or visit the Aides’ office.
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