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Notes from your Divan

Potentate’s
Message
Dear Nobles and Ladies,
Well, the year ended just like it started—very busy. As we head into the Holiday Season it is a time to
remember what this season is all about. Giving to those in need and being thankful for what we have should
always be a daily focus. We thank God for what he provides to us.
December is a time for Holiday Parades, Parties, election and transition. I want to thank Noble Paul &
Lady Becky Zeissler for handling the Circus this year, they did a great job! We received several large
donations this month and would like to thank Treasurer Noble Wayne and Lady Margie Thomas for their
personal gift in remembrance of their families. I would also like to thank our Ceremonial Class Honorary
Noble James Smith for a great speech he gave to our new Nobles. Thank you Chief Executive Aide Bill and
Lady Lucy Athas for all of your help and guidance. Thanks to Noble Sam Chavers for coming to the rescue
in the kitchen and bar. Thanks to all those individuals who volunteered and had a part in making all these
events successful.
As we begin the New Year and my year as Potentate comes to an end, Lady Gail and I would like to
extend our gratitude and appreciation to all of the Nobles and Ladies who have shown their support to us over
the past five years. It has been a very rewarding experience to have had the honor of serving as your Potentate.
In 2012, Lady Gail and I began our ascension up the line and started making plans (Strategic Plan) and setting
goals we were in hopes we could accomplish by 2017. Many of these goals were accomplished. Thank you
to those of you who have donated financially and physically to make these projects a reality.
Lady Gail and I want to thank you from the bottom of our hearts for the love and support you’ve shown
us this year. It is only fitting that I end this fantastic year by thanking Lady Gail for all of her help and hard
work during these past five years. I love you, Gail, and I could not have done this without you.
As the time for new leadership draws near, I ask that you support your elected officials through your
encouragement and attendance at the many functions and activities they will offer you. It will take each of us
to keep Sahib Shrine as the NUMBER 1 Temple in all of Shrinedom. Get out and help!
It has been a tremendous honor to serve as your Potentate for 2017. We have developed even better
friendships than we could ever have imagined. We wish you a Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and a very
prosperous New Year!
Remember, support the Shrine and keep a child in your Heart!

Yours in faith,

William F. Balkwill
Sahib Shriners Potentate 2017
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Official Call

ELECTIONS
STATED
MEETING
Wednesday
December 6, 2017
•
•

7:30 p.m.
Election of Officers

2017 Dues Card and Fez Required
No Short Pants

Official Call

STATED
MEETING
Thursday
January 11, 2018

•
•
•

11:00 a.m. Fun & Fellowship
12:00 p.m. Lunch
12:45 p.m. Meeting Opens

2017 Dues Card and Fez Required
No Short Pants
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Chief Rabban
Del Rawlinson, drawlinson@comcast.net

Greetings Nobles, Ladies, and
Friends. I want to wish a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year and
holiday season to all of you dedicated
Nobles. In addition, to all our officers-elect I
wish the very best. You are dedicating your
life to a great cause, Shriners Hospital for
Children. Keep in mind “We Put Children
First.” With your help, Sahib Shriners will
continue to be the great fraternal temple that
it has always been. The end of the year means
parties, parades and lots of great food; and
don’t forget the New Year. Lady Juanita and
I would like to wish each and every one of
you a safe and happy Holiday Season. It’s the
most wonderful time of the year.
Let’s not forget our other fundraisers for
the Shrine. I also hope to see everyone at the
many Christmas parties as well as other
events we have going on this month. There is
the Queen of Hearts, Hillbilly Dinner,
Pancake Breakfast, and of course there’s our
Potentate-Units-Clubs Christmas Party plus
our December Birthday/Anniversary Dinner
Dance. Make sure you get your tickets for all
these events. This is going to be a great
month and a wonderful end of the year.

December 2017

Notes from your Divan
It has been an honor to serve under Ill.
Sir Bill Balkwill and Lady Gail. It has been a
whirlwind year for us. I am looking forward
to helping Sahib Shriners and its Nobility to
grow and carry on the wonderful traditions at
our temple, and we look forward to many
more projects and improvements next year.
Membership—the key to our future and its
growth—is more members. So, put that Fez
on and go show the world how proud you are
to be a Shriner. Again, I look forward to
serving you again next year to help keep
Sahib Shrine the best Shrine in all
Shrinedom. Be safe and have a wonderful
Holiday Season with your family and friends.
Pray for our children in our hospitals.
Remember, be kind to one another.
“With your help, Sahib Shriners
will continue to be the great fraternal
temple that it has always been…Lady
Juanita and I would like to wish each
and every one of you a safe and happy
Holiday Season. It’s the most
wonderful time of the year.”
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This group of Shrine ladies spent a recent afternoon enjoying each other’s’
company in the Sahib Main Hall. Lunch first provided the energy needed
for an interesting lesson in silk scarf painting. The instructor was Lady
Margie Thomas (hands raised in back), who guided 12 newbies through
the necessary steps to produce a one-of-a-kind, wearable work of art.
Anna Feltner

Juanita Rawlinson
Beatty Shipley
Joyce Nuehring
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That’s it for this year, thanks for your support!
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Sahib Shrine Circus
Paul R. Zeissler, Circus Chairman, przcook2000@yahoo.com

Another successful Sahib Shrine
Circus! The 35th Annual Sahib Shrine
Circus is a thing of the past. We made all of
the money we were supposed to and on top
of that $50,000, we kept all of the money
generated by our pin sales. This year the
Potentate decided that the kids at our Free
Circus would not have to pay for their
popcorn or drinks—we are paying for that
and the kids thanked us over and over—
Sahib Shriners were real heroes.
We had a wonderful time at the
Bradenton Convention Center in Palmetto
and we were seen by several thousand
patrons. The facility was perfect, the parking
excellent, and the staff we had to deal with
were beyond helpful in their efforts to
support our Shrine.
The Divan, the Model-Ts, and Motor
Corps helped out as did the Clowns, the
Greeters and the Ladies of the Shrine. The
show was even better because of their help.
Many individual Shriners and Ladies
also chipped in their hours: Becky Zeissler;
Jim Koehler; M.H. Van Dyke; Casey
Jankowski; Bill Balkwill, Potentate; Gene
Marinelli; Jean Batten; Bill Batten; Jim
Pinson; Charles Stermer; Bruce Porter; Ed
Firquin; Bill Athos; Betty Shipley; Dale
LaBell, PP; Dana Callanan; Mary Jane
Hamilton; Charles Hamilton; Pamela Trudel;
Don Cowie; Jim Smith; Ken Kepe; John
McGlone; Larry Covins; Ron Enger; Bob

Dieckmann; Hampton Crimi; Carroll
Scribner, PP; Bryan Pullman; Darren
Brackey; Russell Sexton; Del Rawlinson;
Barbarann Cordove; Harold Bell. There was
also a Russel C. (I think) who signed in, but I
couldn’t read his writing. Many of you came
and sat at the tables more than once.
Thanks to everybody who helped this
year. The smiles of the kids and the sounds of
their voices when they are happy, surprised
or just plain having a great time, is why we
do this every year.
I want to thank everybody, especially
Becky, for all of your advice and input in
helping me make this a success for Sahib
Shrine.
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Fleury Yelvington

See page 21
for upcoming
speakers

Fleury Yelvington spoke at the Thursday Men’s Luncheon to an appreciative
crown. Yelvington is the Administrator at the Tampa Shriners Hospital for
Children. She is shown here (left to right) with Speaker Chairman Harold
Eady, Assistant Chairman Giles Light, and Illustrious Sir Bill Balkwill.

Season’s Greetings
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2017
POTENTATE’S
CRUISE

Photos provided by Lady Gail Balkwill

December 2017
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The first go-through on the
serving line.

Several items for sale in our Silent Auction.

Our President and family members (left to right):
Gina Bracken, Megan Bracken, Alex Bracken, Mandy Angelo
and President Darren Bracken (Schmoozer).

December 2017

A plate full of spaghetti looks good!

A motorcycle rocker will make a very young child happy.

Our guests and fellow Shriners enjoying their dinner.
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Motor Corps Shrine Club
Giles Light (G-man), Secretary, gileslight@aol.com

Season's Greetings from the Motor
Corps. It's hard to believe another year is
coming to an end and this is the last column
from the Motor Corps this year.
Nevertheless, we trust you are enjoying the
holiday season with all the festivities. This is
always a busy time of the year for the Motor
Corps, so let me take this opportunity to bring
you up-to-date.
Hope you were able to join your fellow
Shriners, Ladies, and friends at the Motor
Corps’ Spaghetti Dinner on Sunday,
November 19th. This was our second
spaghetti dinner this year and we do these
dinners to support our Shrine. We served
over 200 guests. A big thanks to all who
helped make this event a success. In addition
to our dinner guests, we thank Motor Corps
members, fellow Shriners, our Ladies, and all
volunteers, including the Rainbow Girls and
DeMolay who helped out.
Several
Motor
Corps
members
participated in the Scottish Rite Reunion in
Tampa on October 21st and 28th. Kudos and
a “well done” to hard-working members who
have parts on the degree teams.
We also have kudos for three of our
members who brought their motorcycles to
the Shrine Circus performance for kids on
November 7th. We were represented by
Darren Bracken (Schmoozer), Hampton
Crimi (Monk), and Brian Pullman (Shortcut).
We are pleased to announce two
additional members joined the Motor Corps
at our November meeting. We welcome back
former member Les Ruggiero (Curli) and
new member Jim McKiney. That brings our
numbers up to 34 members. Any other
fellow Shriners out there with a motorcycle
want to join us?
Motor Corps officers for 2018 were also
elected at our November meeting. Serving as
President will be Darren Bracken
(Schmoozer), Vice President Dave Mashia
(Hollywood),
Treasurer
Barry
Hart

(Policyman), and Secretary Giles Light (Gman). Elected to our board for a two-year
term was Rich Robbins (Big Dawg).
Congratulations to our 2018 officers and
board members. Installation of the new
officers will take place at our Holiday Party
at the Shrine on Friday, December 15th. We
are looking forward to an active new year and
hope to participate in all of the Shrine parades
this year, as well as many other Shrine
events.
The Motor Corps participated in the
Venice Holiday Parade on Saturday,
November 25th. We will also participate in
the Sarasota Holiday Parade on Saturday,
December 2nd. Our members particularly
enjoy both of these parades because of the
large numbers of children who come to enjoy
the festivities.
Two other activities for the Motor Corps
this month are our annual Holiday Party at
the Shrine on December 15th and our
participation by Motor Corps members in the
Wreaths Across America at the Sarasota
National Cemetery on December 16th. We'll
have more details on these two events in the
January Reporter.
We have a few birthdays and
anniversaries to report in December. There
are eight birthdays this month: Roseann
Kidwell on the 3rd, Mark deStefano
(Dancing Bear) on the 4th, Dave Bell
(Jetfoot) on the 9th, Lady Beatty Shipley on
the 10th, Tony Galanti (G) on the 19th, Rich
Robbins (Blue Dawg) on the 22nd, Don
Basham (The Don) on the 26th, and Jana
Voos (Tootsie) on the 28th. We have two
anniversaries in December. Del Rawlinson
(Backwards) and Juanita on the 20th and
Scott Steelman (Gray Fox) and Lady Joni
(Jupe) on the 31st.
Guess that’s all the news from the Motor
Corps for 2017. We’ll be back next month in
the January 2018 Reporter to wish you a
Happy New Year.
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Hillbillies Clan #78 Hosts Convention
Illustrious Sir Rocky Kearney, PP, divehog@comcast.net

The 36th annual International
Hillbilly Convention, that was held in
Sarasota at Sahib Shrine, is in the history
books. There was great entertainment and
lots of laughs and great fellowship.
Thursday night we had a special visit
from Savannah Buxton, a patient from our
Shriner's Hospital for Children in Tampa.
She drew a lot of attention from those in
attendance, as many wanted to get their
picture with her. She got to show off her new
Hillbilly Hat that she received when she was
installed as an Honorary Hillbilly.
On Friday we had another great surprise
as Mike Blaine, Shriner from New York,
drove to Sarasota to perform a show for us.
Did I mention that he is a hypnotist? He put
five people under who provided many
laughs. Our own Beatty Shipley showed her
air guitar skills. Thanks Beatty! One of the
Cuzins from Charleston (later to be known as
Oscar Myer Wiener) sang a great love song
to the crowd.
Saturday was the Hillbilly degree, where
over a dozen new Hillbillies were created,
followed by more fun and adult beverages for
the last event under the Big Tent.
I want to thank the two Divan members
who attended this fund raiser for the Shriner's

Hospital, Illustrious Sir Bill Balkwill and
Assistant Rabban Bruce Porter. Illustrious
Sir Bill also donated 100 Koozie cups which
were sold as a fundraiser. As you may or may
not know, all money raised at this event
MUST go to Shriner's Hospital or the
Transportation Fund. It would have looked
better if all Divan members could have been
able to attend to set a good example to our
members from Sahib.
A big thanks to all the Hillbillies who put
in many hours of their time to make the
convention a big success, you know who you
are! The convention raised $7,193.00, raising
the donation total from Clan #78 (Sahib) to
over $152,000.00 The total for all Clans was
raised to around $12 million, with 79,000
members. We had 128 in attendance. 27 from
Sahib, 101 out-of-towners with 14 from
Canada. Next year’s convention will be in
Charleston, South Carolina.
Thanks for a job well done!
Illustrious Sir Rocky Kearney, PP
2017 Convention Chairman

Five Cuzins under the influence…of a hypnotist.

Beatty Shipley: Pickin’ and a
grinnin’ on her “air” guitar.

Kissin’ Cuzins? Nah, just Oscar
Meyer Wiener singin’ a love
song to Billy, our International
Hillbilly of the Year.
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Manatee Shrine Club
Russell Sexton, PM, President, drsexton45@gmail.com

Our November 3rd regular meeting
was attended by 22 men and ladies at the
Peridia Golf & Country Club. All in
attendance enjoyed a wonderful meal of roast
pork, dressing, little baked potatoes, green
beans with almonds and a lovely apple crisp
dessert. The after-lunch presentation by
Russell Sexton was entertaining with “Facts
You May Not Have Known about the
Thanksgiving Holiday.” The 50/50 drawing
was won by Don Cowie who generously
returned it to the MSC treasury.
In preparation of the 2018 ballot for
MSC officers, two members volunteered to
serve on the Board of Directors (BOD).
Charlie Titus was added to the ballot as a
director, and Tom McGill was added as the
treasurer. Ron LeVene, the longstanding
treasurer,
agreed
to
transfer
the
responsibilities at the end of the year to Tom.
Ron LeVene graciously agreed to continue
on the BOD as one of our three directors. The
2018 ballot of MSC officers is nearly
complete with only the position of 1st VP not
filled yet. Elections of MSC officers will
occur at the December 1st regular meeting. If
any MSC member is interested in serving as

the 1st VP, please contact Russell Sexton at
drsexton45@gmail.com or call 941/7737280.
Our October social was our 2nd Annual
Ball Park Recognition dinner held at the
Sahib Shrine Center. Twenty-three guests
addended with an outstanding meal of center
cut NY steak, baked potato and green beans.
The Ball Park organizing committee of Jim
Smith, Ron LeVene and Connie Jacobi
presented a short program describing the ball
park’s history with the MSC, financial
rewards for this season’s work, and future
plans involving the shrine and all of its clubs
and units. Russ Sexton organized a
PowerPoint slide show of 150 photos of MSC
volunteers who worked at the Pirates and
Marauder games this past season.
The social for November was the dance
program performed by the students at Booker
High School. For only $10.00 per person, the
students performed their amazing dance
routines in the school’s Visual & Performing
Arts Center.
The December 1st regular meeting will
again be held at the Peridia Golf & Country
Continued following page

2nd Annual Ball Park Recognition Dinner Guests
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Manatee Shrine Club continued
Club. The hot meal includes house salad, rolls,
Chicken Cordon Bleu, potato, and vegetable. The cold
meal is a Harvest salad with grilled chicken. The
dessert is peppermint ice cream with chocolate sauce,
whipped cream, and candy cane. Our guest speaker
will be Paul Kline, 2018 Manatee Shrine Club
President, who will describe the 2018 calendar of
activities. To make reservations for the meal, please
contact Russ Sexton.
The December social is the Shrine Christmas
Party for Clubs/Units scheduled for Sunday,
December 10th at 4 p.m. Make your reservations to sit
at the Manatee Shrine Club table at the Christmas
party by calling the Shrine ticket office 941/366-4449.

Thank You for these
October Donations:
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SAHIB HOSPITAL OCTOBER
TRANSPORTATION REPORT
Dick Schmidt, Chairman
Fritz Wise, Assistant Chairman

visits to Shriners Hospital
18 Patient
for Children in Tampa
1 Diagnostic Clinic
1 Pharmacy
2,022 Van miles driven
Nobles driving hospital patient trips:

Joel Furman
Ed Cramer
Jim Pinson
Ron Conner
Doug Dobbs

Fred Ellis
Marc Grably
Gary Schweinshaupt
Ernie Sturges

If you, as a Sahib Noble, would like to participate in the Hospital
Transportation program and have a safe driving record, contact
our office or leave a message at 366-4449 ext. 317.

Shriners Hospital for Children
David Altimier Shriners Charitable Fund
Gator Plumbing
Payton Lee Helpinstine
Hillbilly Club Sahib Temple
Claire C. Johnson
Richard & Barbara Stephan
Charitable Fund

Hospital Transportation
Leslie Hogle

Temple Operation Fund
Deborah Frederiksen (IMO)
Scottish Rite Temple Assoc. SRQ
Suncoast Aqua Ventures
Betty & Kenneth Terryberry (IMO)

Deepest Thanks to

Ken Clark
For his years of service
as Chairman of the
Hospital Drivers
From

The Roadrunners
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Speaker Bureau / Thursday Lunch
Harold Eady, Program Chairman, hjeady@comcast.net

The luncheon speaker
on December 7th will be
Imperial Recorder Randy
Rudge. Randy joined the
Shrine at Anah Shriners in
Bangor, Maine. Rudge is
still a member of Anah
Shriners and an associate
member of Egypt Shriners.
Randy Rudge
He proudly served on the
Divan from 2007 to 2010.
One of his strengths has been in the area of
temple membership and he has previously
served on the Imperial Membership
Committee, having been appointed to that
committee by Past Imperial Sir Jack
Jones. Randy will be introduced at our
luncheon by his fellow resident of Maine,
Past Potentate Carroll Scribner.
The guest speaker for
December 21st will be
Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz,
who serves as SarasotaManatee’s first Jewish
Community Chaplain.
The Rabbi came to our
area in 2008 when he
became spiritual leader of
Rabbi J. Katz
Temple Beth Israel on
Longboat Key, a position
he occupied for eight years. Previously,
Rabbi Katz held pulpits in Fort Wayne,

Indiana; Woodbridge, Virginia; and
Baltimore, Maryland. As a rabbinical
student, Katz served as Rabbi in Wellington,
New Zealand.
At our December 21st lunch gathering,
Rabbi Katz will share insights about
underlying meanings of the winter
holidays. For example, fireworks are not
sent into the air just for celebration on New
Year’s. He looks forward to being with us
and has a few surprises in store.

Guest Speaker Roster
December 7

Randy Rudge, Imperial Recorder

December 14

No Guest Speaker – Ladies and
Nobles Christmas Luncheon

December 21

Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz

December 28

Potentate Bill Balkwill

January 4

Tara Poulten, Government Affairs
Program Manager for Southwest
Florida Water Management
District.

Guest speakers for October 19th luncheon were
Heather Campese, on left, and Karen Hart, on
right, with Program Chairman Harold Eady.
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Clown Corner
Harold “Scrappy” Bell, scrappysarasota@comcast.net

Yep, I just looked at the calendar
and it is about December. Well, I did not have
to look at the calendar since I have been
listening to Christmas music on the radio. So
while I think of it, the Clowns want to wish
everybody a very Merry Christmas.
The 2017 Shrine Circus has come and
gone. The clowns, for the first time in over
30 years (I was not here before that and have
no record before my time), did not do a skit
for the circus. We were given permission to
do one skit before the start of the second half
performance, but the clowns were not
provided a dressing room so we decided not
to do the one skit.
However, four of the clowns did
entertain the children and the adults before
the show began and at the intermission. You
can see pictures of "Scrappy" Bell, "Corny"
Cobb, and "Delby" Rawlinson here in the

Reporter. "Felix" Jankowski was in face and
entertained also. The clowns want to say
'thank you' to the Circus Chairman, Paul
Zeissler, for his hard work with this year’s
circus. Oh yes, the clowns were very busy
giving their autographs in the circus program.
What the clowns saw were many, many
happy and smiling children and adults. The
clowns had a great and happy time, also.
When you read the “Corner,” one
Christmas parade will be completed and we
will be looking forward to the Sarasota and
the North Port parades. In addition, the
clowns will be heading to the North Pole with
the handicapped children on December 14 at
the Sarasota Airport. This journey will be
over the 30th time for the Sahib Clowns.
As I close, just remember “it is our
Shrine children for whom we are working.”

Al “Corny” Cobb

Al “Corny” Cobb
Del “Delby” Rawlinson
Harold “Scrappy” Bell

Harold “Scrappy” Bell
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Past Masters
Gary Wonning, cmdr07@gmail.com

With the coming of the holiday
season, it is the time of the year to be thankful
for all the blessings we enjoy by being
Americans, Masons, and Shriners
The Past Masters are a Sahib Shrine unit
composed of Past Masters living in the area,
part-time or full-time. We act as ambassadors
and visit the various lodges in the district,
performing degree work and whatever
assistance they may need.
Election of officers for 2018 was held
and the following were nominated: President
Gary Wonning, Vice President Kenneth
Latham, Secretary-Treasurer Derl Smith and
Chaplin Jerry Goacher. A vote was taken and
they were all elected unanimously.
Our annual Rusty Mason degree is held
to assist brothers who haven't had an
opportunity to attend lodge for a while and
may be a little “rusty” in remembering the
required signs and passes to enter a tiled
lodge.

This year the Rusty Mason degree will
be held on Wednesday, January 17, 2018 at
the Sahib Shrine Center. Plan on attending
and invite a brother who may have not had
the occasion to attend lodge for a while.
“…it is the time of the year to be thankful for all the
blessings we enjoy by being Americans, Masons,
and Shriners. ”

We have a table at the Thursday
luncheon, located in the northeast corner of
the main hall. Come early and enjoy good
camaraderie and a drink, lunch at 12:00,
camaraderie begins at 11:00.
The Past Masters meet every fourth
Monday, except in December, at the Sahib
Shrine at 7 p.m. If you are a Past Master of
any Masonic lodge, from any state, or
country,
come
early,
enjoy good
camaraderie, and join us in making this a
better world to live in.

Richard R. Schowengerdt
10-14-2016
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Chaplain’s Notes
Lou Ortt, PM, Chaplain, lhortt@verizon.net

It is that time of year when we join
to celebrate the holidays and feasts. In
today’s world we often think of these days as
a time to sleep in, an afternoon to watch
football or to gather with family to see how
much food we can consume. While each of
these activities, or lack thereof, is important,
we need to look back at the real meaning of
these events.
In the Book of Genesis we encounter the
first holiday when God allowed his people to
work for six days, then gave them time to rest
on the seventh so they could continually
acknowledge the love of God—a
remembrance of his work of creation.
In the Book of Leviticus, beginning at the
23rd chapter, we find other holidays or feast
days which were given to Moses by the Lord:
Passover, the Feast of Unleavened Bread,

First Harvest, Blowing of Trumpets, Day of
Atonement.
“What we must remember is
that each of these holidays is there
for a specific reason…”

In later days we added celebrations of
All Saints’ Day when we remember those
who have gone before us, Thanksgiving,
Christmas and New Year’s Day.
What we must remember is that each of
these holidays is there for a specific reason—
to remind us all of God’s presence in our
lives. By celebrating them repetitively we
gain a better understanding and build closer
bonds with our Heavenly Father.
May each of us maximize these holidays.
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Sahib Shriners Christmas Party
You won’t want to miss the 2017
Sahib Shriners Potentate, Units and Clubs
Christmas Party.
Social hour begins at 4:00 p.m. on
Sunday, December 10th. Cost is only $20.00
per person, with advanced sales and reserved
seating with your unit or club available.
Dinner starts at 5:00 p.m., and includes
your choice of roast turkey or baked fish, plus
chef’s choice potato, vegetable and dessert.
Please wear holiday attire. Prizes will be
awarded to the man and woman who dare to
don an over-the-top holiday sweater.
The fun doesn’t stop there. We’ll have a
“Secret Santa” gift exchange too. To
participate, just bring a wrapped gift valued
at $10.00 and label it “Man” or “Woman.”
These otherwise unmarked gifts will be
exchanged during the festivities.
After all partygoers have sampled a bit
of holiday cheer, we might even break out

into song with a table-by-table
rendition of everyone’s (arguably) favorite
Christmas classic,
“The Twelve Days of Christmas.”
Our music will be provided by Noble
Chuck Wolbert. D.J. Chuck will spin the
platters so you can rock
around the Christmas tree.
So, on Dancer, on
Prancer, on Donner and
Blitzen! Let’s get this party
started by making our
reservations now.
Pick up the phone
and call (941) 366-4449
ext. 320 and tell ‘em
Santa sent you.

RECORDER’S REPORT
By Ed Firquin ̶ Recorder
OCTOBER 2017
Membership Status:
Total membership reported to Imperial
SEPTEMBER 2017 … 1,021
Gains:
Creations
6
Affiliations
0
Restored
0
Associates
1
Reversals
0
7
Losses:
Demits
0
Suspended
1
Expired
3
AMD
0
Resigned
3
7
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP OCTOBER 2017 … 1,021
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Oriental Band
Jim Austin, Secretary, jau1060866@aol.com

We are now in our band holiday
parades. For the next three weeks we will
have parades every Saturday starting with
Venice, then Sarasota and on the third
Saturday one in Port Charlotte. A parade is
always fun for us, but they are always a good
deal of work.
Our float holds about 20 bandsmen and
the night parades (Venice & Sarasota) need
to be lit with a generator, which can be very
temperamental.
We are very fortunate that our music
director is a jack-of-all-trades and can repair
the generator that powers our lights. We
usually have a flame-out at some time during
a parade and I'm here to tell you in can be
very disturbing when it happens. At least
most of our routes are on wide and well-lit
streets, so the problem with the generators is
minimal.

Going to close this now and get going on
the holiday work. We hope all of you have
great holidays and we'll talk again in January.
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Scoliosis Detection App Helps Parents Help Kids
Press release from Shriners International, September 15, 2017
Parents can now check their child’s
spine for possible signs of scoliosis with the
new app SpineScreen developed by Shriners
Hospitals for Children. Available for free on
the App Store and Google Play, SpineScreen
detects curves as the cell phone is moved
along a child’s back, giving parents a quick,
informal way to regularly monitor their
child’s spine.
Scoliosis is an abnormal curvature of the
spine that can restrict movement and in some
cases lead to other serious medical
conditions. It is most commonly diagnosed
between 10 and 15 years of age, when
children grow rapidly. Some cases, however,
can go undetected. At this point in a child’s
life, fewer vaccinations are required, so they
may see a doctor less often. Since early
detection is crucial, Shriners Hospitals
physicians encourage parents to download
the free SpineScreen app and check kids as
part of their back-to-school routine each year.
“Because there is often no known cause,
monitoring for scoliosis is an important part
of a child’s ongoing health care,” says Amer
Samdani, M.D., chief of surgery for Shriners
Hospitals for Children — Philadelphia. He
adds, “It is a progressive condition, so early
detection is key. At Shriners Hospitals, our
care ranges from routine monitoring to some
of the most advanced treatments for scoliosis.
The earlier we see a child, the more options
we have available.”
Shriners Hospitals created the app as
part of a broader initiative to highlight the
importance of regular screenings and to
educate parents on the signs of scoliosis and
treatment options.
“With doctors and staff who are global
leaders in the treatment of scoliosis care,
parents turn to Shriners Hospitals for
Children because they know their children
will receive the best care possible,” Gary
Bergenske, chairman of the Board of
Directors for Shriners Hospitals for Children

said. “Since scoliosis usually requires
ongoing medical treatment throughout
childhood, our commitment to provide care
regardless of the families’ ability to pay is a
huge relief to parents.”
If you have immediate concerns about
your child’s spine or other possible medical
conditions, please consult your health care
provider.
Read more information on scoliosis
screenings and treatment options, and
download the SpineScreen app.
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Masonic Digest / Scottish Rite
Casey A. Fletcher, 32° KCCH, dow@srtampa.org

We live in a noisy world. Talking
and pontificating is easy. Listening is hard
work; listening well is harder still. As was
reflected upon in last month’s missive,
Plutarch of Chaeronea (45-120 CE) in his On
Essays, admonishes us that “proper listening
is the foundation of proper living.”
A subsequent essay by Plutarch is
entitled On the Avoidance of Anger. Here is
found additional coaching for our personal
conduct. As with all his essays, Plutarch is
practical. The essay is not a philosophical
treatise or a discourse composed of logical
arguments. The message is simple: control
the tongue, the passions and the emotions.
The Greeks, from the beginning of
written philosophy and literature, addressed
anger. Consider the “wrath of Achilles” in the
Iliad. Plutarch calls upon such an ancient
narrative, as well as the ideas of his relative
contemporaries, Seneca, Epictetus and
Cicero.
Looking back to the ancients, he begins
with the Aristotelian concept of a mean
between extremes. Aristotle suggested that
“patience” was the golden mean between the
extremes of Irascibility (having a short fuse,
a quickness to irritation or rage) and Lack of
Spirit (being an emotional doormat).
Plutarch recalls Plato’s metaphor of the
spirited part of our minds—two horses
pulling the chariot of our life. One horse is of
reason and the other of unrestrained emotion.
The metaphor is simple: the former horse is
the good one whose reins we must firmly
grasp; the latter is bad, that we must learn to
control by practice, discipline and
habituation.
Plutarch quickly evolves from such
philosophical and logical arguments to assert
that anger springs from “weakness” and
ignorance. Anger has no place in the sphere
of our emotions. Anger is not a mean—it is a
detriment to our character.
He asserts that anger’s only outcome is
self-destruction (a hard life-lesson learned by

this writer). Anger is like “when people burn
to death in their houses, in the sense that
anger makes the inside full of chaos, smoke
or noise, with the result that the mind is
incapable of seeing or hearing anything
beneficial.”
This
self-destruction cannot
be
countered, avoided or minimized by calling
anger a “pretty name” like “righteous
indignation.” Righteous indignation is a
“cloak” for the incitement and explosion of
passion. Plutarch admonishes us that we are
poor judges of ourselves—an idea espoused
in the seventh degree, Provost and Judge—
and what we view as righteous indignation in
ourselves is often plainly recognized as
unrestrained babbling and rambling by
others.
In Plutarch’s writings we discover
another Masonic lesson hidden in plain sight:
subdue our passions. When did we first hear
that idea?
The next Scottish Rite Reunion is
scheduled for May 5 and 6, 2018. Petitions
for membership can be found at
http://tampascottishrite.org.
The Valley of Tampa regularly meets at
its Center in Tampa on the 2nd Monday of
each month. Dinner is served at 5:45 p.m. At
our December 11th meeting Right
Worshipful William Sundquist 32 ° KCCH
will present an educational program.
Casey Fletcher is Past Master of Tuscan
Lodge No. 6 in Bartow, Florida. He has a
latent Type A personality, but has strived to
subdue a passionate impulse to scream aloud
at senior, northern-Americans that drive in
the left-most lane on the Interstate, twenty
miles an hour less than the prevailing traffic,
with the right turn-signal active. He now
simply passes to the right and whispers
“bless your heart,” recognizing that being
angry won’t get him to the Scottish Rite’s
meeting any sooner.
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Sar-I Court No. 79 - LOSNA
Carol Hart, High Priestess, hrhrt@verizon.net

Our Sunshine Unit Meet was held
in Venice and was enjoyed by everyone.
Illustrious Sir Lou Ortt, PP represented the
Potentate and we enjoyed him as well as Our
Grand High Priestess Lady Janet Larson. If
you have never attended this event we hope
you can join us next year.
November continued to be a busy month
with our ceremonial as we welcomed five
new ladies and a dual member. Welcome to
Emily Bell, Patricia “PC” Mabray, PGHP,
PHP, Christine Ann Merkent-Charo, Kelly
Pace, Eleanor Reed, and Muriel Young.
Would you like to join us at our next
ceremonial? Please contact any of our ladies
for a petition or visit our craft table at the
Sahib Pancake Breakfast.
“Grand High Priestess Lady Janet Larson
will be visiting our court on December 1st.”

The craft bazaar was fun. We always
enjoy it when we can support our Sahib
members and will look forward to this event
next year.
Holidays are upon us as we participated
in the Venice Holiday parade and the
Sarasota Holiday parade. Our ladies have a
new design on our float thanks to Noble Fred
Ellis. Thanks for always being there to
support us.

Grand High Priestess Lady Janet Larson
will be visiting our court on December 1 st and
we will honor her at our Ladies in Hats
luncheon at Misty Creek Country Club.
Thank you Lady Brenda Ward for a
wonderful time.
Upcoming events open to everyone are
the January 6, 2018 Trash to Treasure
luncheon at Palm Aire Country Club.
Contact Lady Barbarann Cordova at 941 7049747 if you would like to join us. Next will
be our annual Fashion Show on February 24,
2018 at Courtyard on the Riverwalk in
Continued following page
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Nyla Temple No. 152
Katherine A. Rodd, PQ, Queen, kahr1946@gmail.com

Happy Holidays to all of you. Let
us enjoy spending this holiday season with
family and friends, sharing good food,
socializing and making wonderful memories.
We at Nyla Temple are preparing for our
Supreme Queen’s visit on January 23, 2018.
The ladies are using their creativity to make
decorations for the banquet, decorating the
temple in a festive and welcoming pixie
manner for our Supreme Queen.
Thank you to all of you who supported
us during our Holiday Wreath fundraiser. It
was a wonderful success and many of us are

enjoying these fresh wreaths. Didn’t get one
this year? You will have to wait ‘til next year
to share in the enjoyment and fresh scent of
the balsam wreath. Our next fundraiser is
that we will be selling fresh pecans and pecan
clusters at the Pancake Breakfast on the first
Sunday in December. To get in on these
delicious treats contact Marlene Grant at 941408-9822 or see her at the Pancake Breakfast.
We at Nyla Temple want to wish our
Fraternal Family Happy Holidays.
In Nile,
Queen Katherine Ann

Sar-I Court continued from previous page
Bradenton. Contact Lady Patti Koopman at
941-378-4808 for reservations.
The Klassy Kickers are a unique group
of ladies who continue to delight us with their
dance routines. This is a very active group
that practices almost every Monday at
Scottish Rite. Lady Mary Fletcher, PHP, is
the directress.
They join the Oriental
Dancers to invite you to their annual game
day to play Bridge, Mahjong, Hand & Foot,
Dominoes, or any game of your choice.
Please bring your own cards or game boards
and make your own tables. The theme this
year will be Mardi Gras. Contact Lady
Linda Gesko at 941-952-1951, or Lady Diane
Albinson, PHP, at 941-922-9311 for
reservations.
We are looking forward to the new year
and wish everyone a happy and safe Holiday.

Every Other Friday Night

5:30 Early Bird; 6:00 Regular Bingo
December 8th and December 22nd

$
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“Always have a willing hand to help someone,
you might be the only one that does.”
Roy T. Bennett
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“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.”
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DECEMBER 2

7:00 P.M.

Sarasota Holiday Parade

DECEMBER 9

5:00 P.M.

North Port Poinsettia Parade
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Please consider making a donation to the
Sahib Shriner’s Capital Asset Addition
Replacement Trust Fund. Use the form at left.
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The Origin Story of Shriners Hospitals for Children
Written by W. O. Saunders and published in the September 13, 1924 edition of Collier’s Weekly

A boy in Atlanta fell under a moving
railway train, and one of his legs was crushed beyond
for
repair. The leg was amputated and infection set in.
The boy had no friends or money.
Forrest Adair heard about the case. He took the
boy to Dr. Michael Hoke, an orthopedic surgeon, and
told Mike Hoke to save the boy at any cost and send
him the bill.
Mike Hoke wrestled with the case for weeks and
finally sent the boy away well and robust, with an
artificial leg. Forrest Adair waited for the bill. No bill
came. Then he wrote Dr. Hoke. The bill came in a few
days; it was $5. Forrest Adair called on Dr. Hoke.
“What are you doing, kidding me, sending me a
bill for $5 for three months' work?” he said.
“No, I'm not kidding you,” the surgeon
answered.
“Well, I'm not going to stand for this,” said
Adair. “I want you to understand that I'm thoroughly
able to pay for what you did for this boy and I wasn't
passing the hat for him.”
“I'm afraid you just don't understand,” said the
surgeon. “There are some things in this life more
satisfying than the money rewards we get for our
work. I have been repaid a thousand times in the case
of that boy, by his gratitude and joy at being restored
to a life of health and usefulness.”
The two men stood with eyes fixed on each other
for a long time, then they sat down and talked things
over.
Dr. Hoke named seven or eight specific cases of
poor children in Atlanta who would be crippled for
life because there was not in all Georgia an institution
in which they could be cared for during an operation,
and hospitalization was out of the question because of
the poverty of their parents.
“I can only give them my technical skill,” said
the surgeon; “I haven't the means to supply beds and
nursing for the weeks and weeks it takes to straighten
twisted limbs and spines.”
SCOTTISH RITE HOSPITAL IN ATLANTA
Now, Forrest Adair is perhaps the most forceful
man in Atlanta. He has given several fortunes to
charity and he has a way of making his hardest-boiled
friends help the distressed because he knows the joy

that giving will bring to all who give. After his earnest
talk with Dr. Hoke he interested the Scottish Rite
Masons of Atlanta in providing a little hospital for
crippled children. And then in 1917 a ten-bed hospital
was born. That Scottish Rite hospital grew and grew
until today it has sixty-two beds and plans are being
made for twenty-five more. In eight years 5,000 of
Georgia's crippled children of indigent parents have
been restored to health and set upon their feet, raised
from despair to normal boyhood and girlhood,
resurrected from years of helplessness and possible
pauperism to the certainty of health and selfsustaining citizenship. This is what the Scottish Rite
Hospital in Atlanta has done for the children of
Georgia.
That hospital not only captured the imagination
of Atlantans, but its fame spread and visitors came
from far and near. W. Freeland Kendrick, at that time
Imperial Potentate of the Ancient Arabic Order of
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, now Mayor of
Continued on page 53
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Former Patient’s TV Show: “Disability Viewpoints”
Story by Scott Boie, taken from Shriners International website

Now a successful businessman, proud
Shriner and co-owner, with his father, of a
construction company, it is hard to believe Mark
Hughes was born prematurely, weighing only 1
pound, 3 ounces and fighting for life. As a result of
his early birth, Mark has cerebral palsy. He has gone
on to lead a full, productive life, and credits the care
he received at Shriners Hospitals for Children for
making it possible.
Initially, doctors told Mark’s parents that he
would never be able to hold up his head, let alone care
for himself. Their recommendation was to have him
institutionalized. “I was four at the time and getting
too big to carry around,” said Mark. “My father, who
is a general contractor and home builder, knew I
needed surgery, but he didn’t know how he could
afford to pay for it. He was planning to build houses
on the side to get the money.” About that time, Mark’s
father met Paul Emerson, a Shriner. He arranged to
have the young boy seen by the medical staff at
Shriners Hospitals for Children—Twin Cities.
Mark’s first hospitalization in 1964 lasted six
months. More than 30 surgeries and many years later,
Mark—then 19 years old—was discharged from the
hospital for the last time. “To tell you the truth it was
kind of a sad time. I’d spent so much of my life there
that it had become a part of me.” One of his fondest
memories was that of being the lead in the hospital

Christmas play, The Little Drummer Boy.
Mark went on to college and eventually joined
his father in the construction business, but he never
lost his connection with the Shriners. “The Shrine had
such an effect on my life and so many great things
have come from my experience that I’m constantly
looking for ways to give back. I want the patients
today to have the same opportunities I did, only
better. If the local hospital needs a transport van I’m
going to do what I can to get them one. It’s just the
way I’m driven,” Mark said.
His first big step was to become a Shriner. Mark
is now an active member of Osman Shriners in St.
Paul, Minnesota.
Perhaps the project that Mark is most passionate
about is a TV show he co-created with a local station
called Disability Viewpoints, an award-winning cable
television program promoting disability services and
programs available in Minnesota. Mark has been
hosting Disability Viewpoints for seven years. The
show covers disability-related topics such as assistive
devices for mobility and communication, education,
adaptive sports and recreational activities and
mobility issues. Videos of past shows are available
online.
“Personally I don’t know where I’d be without
the Shriners and Shriners Hospitals for Children, so
I’ll continue to do whatever I can to give back.”
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Get Your 2018
Potentate Shirts
Available Now!

Orders will be taken at Thursday Shriners Lunch
or visit the Aides’ office.
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ORIGIN STORY continued from page 47
Philadelphia, visited the hospital in Atlanta in 1918.
There he saw the wonders being wrought, and the
smiles of crippled children about to be made as other
children are inspired him with an idea.
There are about 560,000 Shriners in North
America. Noble Kendrick knew what a half million
Shriners could do if interested, and at Indianapolis in
1919 he told them about the Scottish Rite Hospital for
Crippled Children in Atlanta and proposed that
Shriners establish similar hospitals in every important
city in America. The Shriners listened indifferently.
The motion was lost—and forgotten.
THE BUBBLES SPEECH
At Portland in 1920 Noble Kendrick went before
the Shrine again. But nobody wanted to hear about
kids with crooked spines, clubfeet, rotting bones, and
that sort of thing. The thing was again about to be
tabled when Forrest Adair arose. He told them in his
own way about what a handful of Scottish Rite
Masons had done for the children of Georgia. And
then he said:
“I was awakened about two o'clock this morning
by a Shriner playing a baritone horn underneath my
window. He was all lit up, but he was going strong
with that horn, and the tune he played was ‘I'm
Forever Blowing Bubbles.’
“Now, see here, Nobles, we've been just blowing
bubbles, without ever a care for anybody but
ourselves. Let's do something besides blowing
bubbles; let's justify our existence in a big and
beautiful way and get some real fun out of the
business of being a Shriner.”
He indicated what could be done even with an
assessment of $2 a year on every Shriner; an
insignificant sum to the individual Noble but a
princely million and better when pooled. The idea—
certainly a splendid one—went over with a bang. That
was back in 1920.
Today the Shriners have hospitals for crippled
children in St. Louis, Mo.; Portland, Ore.; Shreveport,
La.; San Francisco, Cal.; and in St. Paul and
Minneapolis. Sites have been bought for similar
hospitals in Chicago, Philadelphia, Montreal,
Springfield, Mass., and in Honolulu, Hawaii. Plans
are under way for the erection of twenty hospitals –
more if necessary – to reach the 460,000 crippled
children in the United States alone. It costs about

$300,000 to build one of these hospitals and about
$70,000 a year to maintain it. The Shriners are at
present spending more than a million a year out of
their assessment of $2 apiece, and they will raise that
assessment when more is needed. It means that at last,
here on the threshold of a new and better century,
millions of hitherto hopelessly crippled children are
to have a new life, a chance to laugh and romp and
grow up to be cheerful, useful, self-supporting
citizens, instead of charges upon their families and
society.
MODERN MEDICAL MIRACLES
Orthopedic surgery is comparatively a new thing;
it has made its great progress within the past decade
without its miracles getting the publicity they
deserve. For instance, the method of straightening out
a club foot has been to force the foot into line by
virtually breaking every bone in it. The operation was
torturous and often unsuccessful. Dr. Hoke goes into
the thin and wasted leg, chisels the femur in two, turns
the entire femur around and, lo, the foot that turned
backward is straightened. The bone of the leg in its
new position knits in a few weeks and in a
comparatively short time the patient is able to walk.
Until very recently a flat foot was treated by
forcing the bones of the arch back into position by
painful manipulation that seldom effected a
permanent cure. Dr. Hoke takes the contrary bones of
the flat foot, constructs a one-piece permanent arch,
and the arch forever retains the shape he gives it.
The modern miracles of orthopedic surgery are
many. But that isn't the story I wanted to tell. I wanted
to give the inside story of how a great idea was sold
to a lot of fun-chasing men in America when it was
properly presented.
For though folks may seem busy and selfish,
they are almost always humane at heart and ready to
do good when someone shows them the way. You
will generally find that the hearts of men are right
when you speak to their hearts.
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