www.SahibShrine.org
www.SarasotaShrineCenter.com
www.ShrineLive.com
www.SahibShrineCircus.com

Volume 36, Number 11

Sarasota, Florida

November 2017

In this issue:

Official Philanthropy of Shriners International

Potentate’s Message ................................................................................ 3
Stated Meetings:
November 9 ................................................................................. 4
December 6 ................................................................................. 4
Calendars for November and December ........................................... 50-51
Members’ Photo Page ............................................................................ 25
Thursday Lunch Speakers ....................................................................... 19
November Birthdays ............................................................................... 36
Parade Schedule ..................................................................................... 43
Officers, Appointees and Unit Leaders .............................................. 52-53
Complete Index....................................................................................... 53

Page 2

SAHIB REPORTER

November 2017

Shriners Hospital for
Children—Tampa
The Official Publication of

Sahib Shriners
Shriners International
600 N Beneva Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
Ph: (941) 366-4449 Fax: (941) 366-8578
www.SahibShrine.org
www.SarasotaShrineCenter.com
www.ShrineLive.com
www.SahibShrineCircus.com
Publisher
Sahib Shriners – Bill Balkwill, Potentate
Editor
Rebecca Zeissler
Phone: (941) 366-3665
e-mail: rzeissler@yahoo.com
Photographer
Joel Furman
e-mail: jfurman72@gmail.com
The Reporter is dedicated to promoting the interests
of Sahib Shriners, Shriners Hospitals for Children,
Shriners Hospitals for Children specializing in burn
care, the Sahib Shrine Clubs and Units and
Freemasonry.
DEADLINE
All materials for publication must be submitted to the
editor no later than the date listed on the monthly
calendars published in this newsletter. Dates are
subject to change, but generally three (3) weeks prior
to publication date of the first of each month.
Electronic submissions are preferred and may be
submitted via email, thumb drive or via a file hosting
service (contact editor for details). This includes text,
photos and advertisements.
Sahib Shriners disclaim any liability from any loss or
damages resulting from articles, opinions, statements
or representations expressed or implied in this
publication. All rights reserved. No part of this
publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any
form without written permission from the publisher,
except by other officially recognized Shriners
publications. In the event of approved reproduction,
credit must be given in the publication to Sahib
Shriners. Requests for reproduction should be
addressed to Sahib Shriners.
SHRINERS HOSPITAL INFORMATION
For information or assistance in contacting the
Shriners Hospitals for Children call:
National: (800) 237-5055
Florida: (888) 665-KIDS (5437)
Sarasota: (941) 955-2494
e-mail: hospital@sahibshrine.org
The Reporter is published monthly, except for July.
A subscription is included in our annual Sahib Shrine
membership dues of $125, to the Sahib Shrine Temple,
Inc., 600 N Beneva Road, Sarasota, FL 34232.

Have you been to our Tampa Hospital lately? Here’s a Yelp review
from Lisa W. of Lutz, Florida on her experience at the Shriners
Hospital for Children, Tampa:

I truly can't say enough wonderful things about this
“
state-of-the-art facility. We arrived on Monday, as my
daughter and a friend organized a collection of children's
books and games to donate. We scheduled a tour in
advance and George was a wonderful tour guide. He took
us all around the hospital and kept the adults and kids
engaged. This is a tour that everyone should take! This
hospital is amazing and makes their prosthetics, orthotics
and wheelchairs on site. The Disney paintings/art on the
walls definitely makes a hospital less scary. Tara, in Childlife, is warm and friendly. She has life-size puppets that
explain the procedures to the children. While we weren't
there for an extended stay, I still feel like this facility and
staff deserve a 5-star review.

”

ON THE COVER: A few of our thirteen new Nobles with members of the Divan.
Please see page 15 for details.
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Notes from your Divan

Potentate’s
Message
Dear Nobles and Ladies,
October was a busy month. We had our Fall Ceremonial and brought in 13 new nobles. The Cabiri did
a great job with our feast and I know the ladies had a terrific lunch with guest speaker Leigh Dittman from
Tampa Shriners Hospital.
Congratulations to Hillbilly Clan #78 for hosting the 36th Imperial Hillbilly Convention which was a
big success. Thank you Rabban Roger and Susan King, convention coordinator; and Ill. Sir Rocky and Wendy
Kearney. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves.
The Divan attended Amara Potentate’s Ball in West Palm Beach and had a great time dressing up in
the 1980’s theme. The last Potentate Ball will be at Araba Shriners on November 3rd and 4th. You are
welcome to join us with our neighbors to the south. See a Divan member for details if you would like to go.
Bricks are still available for The Memorial Brick Walk project in front of the building, fill out the form
(see pages 44-45) and turn it in with a check.
The Potentate Cruise is on November 11 through 20, so many of us will be out of town. On November
23rd, Sahib Shriners will have the Thanksgiving Day Grand Buffet in the Sahara Room (see flyer on page
6 and make reservations through Marylou).
Remember, December 6th is our Stated Meeting and Election of Sahib Officers for 2018, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Main Hall. Any candidates should turn their resumes or letter of intent to run for office to the Recorder
before December 1, 2017.
December 8th is the Unit/Club Christmas Party at Sahib Shriners. All units and clubs are encouraged
to join us for a great time and camaraderie. What a great time for all Nobles and Ladies to come together.
Reserve your unit or club tables with Marylou. Look forward to seeing you.
I will report on the Circus in my next letter. I know Noble Paul Zeissler worked very hard on this.
We have a very busy two months left for this year so please check the calendar in the back of the Reporter
for all the events. Please give Becky Zeissler a big thank you for putting the Reporter online.
I am proud to serve the nobility. Remember to support the Shrine and keep a child in your heart!
Fraternally Yours,

William “Bill” Balkwill
Sahib Potentate 2017
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Official Call

STATED
MEETING
Monday Noon
November 9, 2017

•
•
•
•

11:00 a.m. Fun & Fellowship
12:00 p.m. Lunch
12:45 p.m. Meeting Opens
Balloting

2017 Dues Card and Fez Required
No Short Pants

Official Call

ELECTIONS
STATED
MEETING
Wednesday
December 6, 2017
•
•

7:30 p.m.
Election of Officers

2017 Dues Card and Fez Required
No Short Pants
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Chief Rabban
Del Rawlinson, drawlinson@comcast.net

Greetings, summer has come and
gone. Our snow-birds are returning to Florida
for the winter. We always look forward to
their return.
The Circus is expected to draw a
wonderful crowd as always. Lots of hard
work goes into entertaining kids of all ages.
A big thank you goes out to all involved to
make the Shrine Circus a very memorable
and enjoyable event.
Many events are coming our way in
November and December so please support
them. The future of Sahib Shrine is in your
hands. We need everyone’s support. Come
and join in and enjoy the Shrine and yourself.
Look at our calendar and keep abreast of
what is going on at Sahib. As we approach
the end of the year and the holiday season,

SAHIB REPORTER

Page 5

Notes from your Divan
there will be many activities that you could
attend at Sahib Shrine.
In December, at the stated meeting, we
will have our annual election of officers. This
is an important meeting. Sahib Shrine is a
very active temple. We need dedicated
officers who are capable and understand that
Sahib is a business entity. Leadership and
management skills are a prerequisite. Come
and cast your ballots.
To one and all, have a Happy
Thanksgiving and be kind to one another.
“At the December 6th meeting, we’re having
elections of Divan officers. I would appreciate
everyone’s vote for me as your 2018 Potentate. If
elected, I will serve you the best I can.”
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Nia’s Story
Adapted from an online story at ShrinersHospitalsForChildren.org

Elementary school can be a socially challenging place for
any of us, but for those with visible scars or disabilities it can be
even more of an issue. Just ask Nia. She’s 12 and has already had to
overcome six years of bullying at two different elementary schools.
Nia is hemiplegic: she is paralyzed on the right side of her body.
She has been a patient at Shriners Hospitals for Children — Canada
since she was about a year old, soon after she arrived in Canada.
Nia had a stroke in her mother’s stomach, but the condition was not diagnosed at the time. She was given up
for adoption in her native China and stayed in an orphanage until her Quebecois parents adopted her at the age
of 10 months. Upon adoption, they didn’t know what was wrong, but Nia had visible differences – she wasn’t
moving like other babies and she had a foot permanently pointed like a ballerina.
Nia was diagnosed with hemiplegia at a year old. At the time, doctors from another hospital told
Nia’s parents that she would never walk or talk. Doctors at the Canada Shriners Hospital knew
better. Nia has spent a lot of time over the past 11 years at the hospital, but it has paid off. She
now not only walks nearly perfectly, but she sings, acts professionally and is a spokesperson for
the Canada Shriners Hospital.
Over the years, Nia has undergone two surgeries to her right foot, another recent surgery on her right hand, has
had Botox injections in her hand seven to eight times, she’s had at least 10 casts – each for six to eight weeks
and has an orthotic for her right arm. Over the years, she has done hundreds of hours of physiotherapy and
occupational therapy. This has taught her to “transfer" – her right side remains paralyzed, but can now mimic
what the left side does, allowing her to walk and do other activities.
All those physical challenges have also led to bullying. It started in kindergarten, when kids would repeatedly
say mean things to her about her disability. Nia would go home and cry every day. She’d lock herself in her
room and didn’t want to go to school. She had started believing what the kids were saying.
An important thing Nia did was talk to her parents. She confided in them often and Nia’s mother did
everything she could to help. Nia’s mother tried to speak to teachers, the school principal and the school
psychologist, but the administration didn’t seem willing to help. Nia’s mother even paid for a
neuropsychologist to help negotiate with the school, but the principal was convinced that bullying and mean
comments were just a part of life. [After moving to new schools,] Nia found a good group of friends who stuck
together and stuck up for each other. When kids teased Nia, her friends supported her and helped her defend
herself, meaning it didn’t turn into full-fledged bullying.
There was another way Nia overcame bullying and the depression she was faced with: she got into acting and
singing, which she loves. Nia now acts in TV and movies, has sung at several benefit concerts, as well as at an
international singing festival in Granby, Quebec and at a festival in Trois-Pistoles, Quebec. She also auditioned
for Quebec’s French version of The Voice (Junior).
Nia has become a spokesperson for the Canada Shriners Hospital’s #CutTheBull campaign and speaks to
students at schools about her bullying experience and how she overcame it, hoping to help others faced with a
similar situation.
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High Priest & Prophet
Gene Marinelli, genecm@yahoo.com

My name is Gene Marinelli and I
am running for Assistant Rabban of Sahib
Shrine. I feel that my Masonic experiences,
my service at Sahib, and my background
make me the ideal candidate for this position.
I would appreciate the support of the Nobles
for this position.
My Masonic experience consists of
being raised to the Sublime Degree of Master
Mason in 1998 and going through the chairs
in Ohio. We moved to Sarasota, Florida, in
2001, and I joined Carey B. Fish Lodge (now
Phoenix Lodge). I went through the chairs
again and was Master of the Lodge again in
2006. I am in my third term of teaching
Masonic Leadership for the district. I am the
immediate past president of the Master
Mason Association for the district.
I joined the Sahib Shrine in 2014 and
was appointed as the 1st Ceremonial Master
in 2016 and later appointed as the Oriental
Guide in the second half of the year. I was
elected to the position of High Priest and
Prophet in 2017. I was also selected to be on
the Tampa Shrine Children’s Hospital board
in 2017.
In my civilian life I spent 27 years in the
U.S. Army and retired as an officer in 1998.
I have attended and completed the following
schools in the Army: Basic and Advanced

Assistant Rabban
Bruce Porter, bruceporter@hotmail.com
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Officer Training, Maintenance Officer
Training,
Special
Warfare
School,
Observer/Controller School, Command and
General Staff College, and U.S. Army War
College. After my military service ended, I
taught elementary education at Emma E.
Booker Elementary School in Sarasota for
seven years before retiring at age 62.
“I would like to continue
through the line at Sahib and would
appreciate your support.”

My educational background includes a
B.S. degree in Elementary Education from
Bowling Green State University. I received
my Master’s degree in Curriculum and
Instruction from the University of Phoenix. I
received my Doctoral degree in Educational
Leadership from Argosy University.
My wife Jeanne has been very
supportive of me in my journey through the
line here at Sahib, and she works with the
King Pins for Pancake Breakfast and with the
Hillbillies on Thursday nights. We have been
married for 43 years and are still going
strong. I would like to continue through the
line at Sahib and would appreciate your
support.

Notes from your Divan

On December 6th, elections of
officers for Sahib Shrine will be held. Please
vote for me to be your Chief Rabban in 2018.

“No man stands so tall as when he stoops to help a child.”

Page 8

SAHIB REPORTER

November 2017

Vol. 36, No. 11

Recorder
Ed Firquin, recorder@sahibshrine.org

This year has come and gone, it
has brought changes to Sahib as well as to
your Recorder. My mind still seems to think
my body is 30 years of age, although I have
reached the mature age of 70 and the body
does not work as it used to.
During the year I have learned new
medical terms along with procedures; that
I’m not a piano mover nor can I climb
ladders; and I seem to want to go to bed
earlier. But as I’m learning, I will continue to
age like a bottle of wine and mature with
dignity, I hope. So, with help from my
wonderful wife, Lady Wanda, I know I will
succeed.
I wish to thank all the Nobles and Ladies
who have helped the Potentate, Divan and me
throughout this year. There will be new
challenges in 2018 and it is my hope you will
continue to support me as Sahib’s Recorder.
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It is a privilege to serve you Nobles, and I
look forward to 2018.
Please—for those who wish to become
leaders at Sahib as Divan members—please
advise this office as soon as possible of your
intentions along with your professional
résumé and masonic history. Elections will
be December 6, 2017 at our 7:30 Stated
Meeting. Nobles, please attend. It is
important you are here to support the future
of Sahib Shriners.
“There will be new challenges in
2018 and it is my hope you will continue
to support me as Sahib’s Recorder.”

Remember to support the restaurant and
bar. Your support is what helps pay the
temple’s obligations, and your support is
needed. I’ll see you around Sahib and
remember your child within.

RECORDER’S REPORT
By Ed Firquin ̶ Recorder
SEPTEMBER 2017
Membership Status:
Total membership reported to Imperial
AUGUST 2017 … 1,036
Gains:
Creations
1
Affiliations
2
Restored
0
Associates
0
Reversals
0
3
Losses:
Demits
4
Suspended
2
Expired
8
AMD
0
Resigned
4
18
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP SEPTEMBER 2017 … 1,021
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Sahib Shrine Circus
Paul R. Zeissler, Chairman, przcook2000@yahoo.com

The Sahib Shrine Circus will be in
Palmetto at the Bradenton Convention Center
on U.S. Route 301 on November 6th and 7th
at 4:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. daily.
We’re looking forward to the Garden
Brother’s Circus again this year with their
performers and animal acts. Garden Brothers
does their shows for us at no charge to the
Shrine. We can’t thank them enough.
Our clowns will be performing and
signing autographs as well. The Greeters and
other Nobles will be volunteering at all
performances. We are in Manatee for the
first time in years and we look forward to the
Manatee Shrine Club’s involvement too.
I look forward to the Model-Ts, the
Motor Corps and the Oriental Band joining
the circus this year as well—I hope they can

make it.
We look forward to seeing all of the
Nobles and Ladies at ringside. Don’t forget
to stock up on popcorn for the night ☺
See ya ringside!
CLICK TO SEE THE CIRCUS SITE
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Motor Corps Shrine Club
Giles Light (G-man), Secretary, gileslight@aol.com

Seems like it's been a few short
weeks since fall officially began. Now here
we are just a few weeks before Thanksgiving.
The Motor Corps has one of our special
events in a few weeks, but first some newsier
news.
In case you have not heard, Lady Peggy
Sue Mitchell won the Queen of Hearts
drawing back on September 20th. Her lucky
pick was rewarded with a check in the
amount of $2,800. Way to go Peggy Sue.
The Motor Corps participated in the
Shrine Ceremonial Parade on Saturday,
September 29th. Although a very short
parade, we always have fun. A special thanks
to our members who participated in the
ceremonial for the new Shriners.
Typically, at this time we've completed
a fall trip to Murphy, North Carolina.
Unfortunately, there were just too many
conflicts, so maybe next year. Better yet,
maybe a spring trip to Murphy.
The Shrine Circus is November 6-7th
this year. The Motor Corps has always been
there for the kid's performance and we plan
to do so again this year. Depending on
schedules, we hope to be a small part of the
four other performances at the Bradenton
Area Convention Center in Palmetto. Public
performances are 4:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
The performance for the school kids is at
10:30 a.m. on November 7th.
Over the next several weeks, there are
three parades: the Venice Holiday Parade on
November 25th, the Sarasota Holiday Parade
on December 2nd, and the North Port Parade

on December 9th. We expect to participate
in the first two parades, however, the North
Port Parade is questionable because of
conflicts with other Masonic events.
The Motor Corps will soon be electing
officers for the 2018 calendar year.
Hopefully, we will be able to report those
results in the next issue of the Reporter.
Okay, time for our upcoming big event.
Sunday, November 19th from 3:30-6:30 p.m.
we will be holding our semi-annual Spaghetti
Dinner. We hope to see a lot of our fellow
Shriners, families and friends on the 20th
between 3:30-6:30 p.m. It’s all the spaghetti
you can eat, our famous salad, Italian dinner
rolls, and wine. All this for only $10 in
advance, $11 at the door. Children 12 and
under eat free!
We still have a few tickets left for the
$500 Gift Certificate to Cooks Sportland in
Venice. Tickets are available from any Motor
Corps member. Only 100 tickets are being
sold at $20 per ticket. Drawing to be held at
the Spaghetti Dinner.
The Motor Corps has a total of four
birthdays and two anniversaries to report in
November. Birthdays this month are: Lady
Kitty Machanska on the 3rd, Temp Hamilton
(Snoozy) on the 20th, Donnie Kidwell
(Chubby) on the 26th, and Lady Connie
Lacey (Cooter) on the 27th. We have two
anniversaries in November: Rich Robbins
(Big Dawg) and Tessa on the 11th; Barry
Hart (Policyman) and Barbara (B-ball) on the
15th.
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Manatee Shrine Club
Russell Sexton, PM, President, drsexton45@gmail.com

We had a good turnout for the
October 6th regular meeting at the Peridia
Golf & Country Club. Thirty-three members
and ladies heard a serious presentation from
Joan Kramer, President of The Campaign
Against Human Trafficking (aka slave trade).
The members learned that most of the youths
(80%) caught in the slave trade were
runaways from a dysfunctional family here in
the USA.
Help is available in our
communities for those youths rescued from
the slave trade. In Sarasota County there is
Selah Freedom, and in Manatee County there
is the Campaign Against Human Tracking. In
Hillsborough County there is a Freedom
Village being built to house rescued male and
female youth and give them the help needed
to recover from the trauma induced by the
trade.
Paul Kline was unanimously elected to
the position of 1st VP. As the next president
of the club, Paul is actively designing a list of
speakers and social outings for the 2018-19
year. Paul will introduce his calendar of
activities at the December meeting. The
50/50 drawing of $28 was won by Lou Costa.
Nominations of officers for the 2018 year are
now being solicited with the ballot of officers
voted on at the December meeting. Contact
Russ Sexton at drsexton45@mail.com or
941/773-7280 if you are interested in serving
on the board of directors as an officer.
The social for October 24th was the 2nd
annual baseball recognition dinner, which

was held at the Shrine Center. There was a
short program on the history and future of the
ball park program, and a continuous slide
show of photos taken of MSC members who
worked throughout the Pirates and
Marauders season.
“The November social is a
dance program at Booker High
School, scheduled for Friday,
November 17th at 7:00 p.m.”

The November 3rd regular meeting will
again be held at the Peridia Golf & Country
Club. The hot meal includes a house salad,
rolls, roast pork loin with apple-cranberry
stuffing and gravy, mashed potatoes, and
vegetable. The cold meal is a chicken Cobb
salad. Dessert is apple crisp. Our guest
speaker is Russell Sexton, President of MSC,
who will give an educational presentation on
“Historical Facts about the Thanksgiving
Holiday.” To make reservations for the meal
please contact Russ Sexton.
The November social is a dance program
at Booker High School, scheduled for Friday,
Nov. 17th at 7:00 p.m. Ticket costs are $10
seniors, $15 adults and $5 students. Contact
Russ Sexton to indicate interest, and if you
would like to meet at the Peridia to car pool
to the show.

Vol. 36, No. 11

SAHIB REPORTER

Page 17

Thirteen New Nobles
Sahib Shrine welcomed thirteen new Nobles at
the 2017 Fall Ceremonial on September 29th and 30th.
Class Honoree was Noble James Fairbairn Smith II,
who was born in Detroit, Michigan in 1937. He is the
second son of J. Fairbairn Smith. James married Jo-Ann
in 1959, and they have two sons: James F. Smith III and
Jeffrey S. Smith, both of whom are married and have
children.
Smith was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master
Mason on December 23, 1959 in Union Lodge S.O. No.
3 Detroit, Michigan. He will be a great asset and source
of knowledge to the Fall 2017 class.
Please make the acquaintance of—and warmly
welcome—our newest Sahib Shriners:
Mark S. Abele
Richard H. Moyer
Scott Griffith
Damian J. Ostermeyer
Colm P. Human
Roque B. Pastorius
Donald W. Kidwell, Sr.
William J. Thornton
James R. McKiney
Cary Vorbeck
Roger D. Moore
William H. Winters
Hector L. Morales

SAHIB SHRINE
TRANSPORTATION REPORT

FOR SEPTEMBER 2017

9
2

Patient visits to Shriners Hospital
for Children in Tampa
Patient visits to other
Shriners Hospitals

Participating Drivers and
Assisting Nobles:

Ron Conner
Ed Cramer
Doug Dobbs
Fred Ellis
Marc Grably

Jim Pinson
Dorwin Pulford
Dick Schmidt
Fritz Wise

All Nobles who are interested in taking part in the
Hospital Transportation program are urged to
contact the Hospital Chairman Dick Schmidt at
(513) 673-2874.

Thank You for these
September Donations:
Shriners Hospital for Children
Irving & Marilyn Naiditch Foundation
James D. Raulerson
Buck Walters Family

Hospital Transportation
Leslie Hogle
Omer Quesnel

Temple Operation Fund
Frank W. Hosey

Charles J. Krueger
02-22-2017

Clarence D.
O’Diam Jr.

Jerry Nelson Hess

07-06-2017

06-23-2017

Charles E. Arnold

Frederick Dee
Lugar

06-24-2017

09-04-2017

Ill. Sir W. Bruce Steube, PP
09-29-2017
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Speaker Bureau / Thursday Lunch
Harold Eady, Program Chairman, hjeady@comcast.net

Carisa Campanella is the November

Carisa Campanella

16th speaker. She is the Program Manager for
Neuro Challenge Foundation for Parkinson’s
in North Port. Campanella’s presentation is
titled “Understanding Parkinson’s Disease
and the Role of Neuro Challenge Foundation
for Parkinson’s.”
Carisa began her career as a Mental
Health Worker in Wayne, New Jersey, where
she worked as a residence and day program
counselor for mentally-ill adults. She
managed
patient
caseloads
while
simultaneously facilitating diverse therapy
groups.
Don’t miss this interesting presentation.

2018 Potentate Shirts
Available

Now!
Orders will be taken at Thursday Shriners
Lunch or visit the Aides’ office.

“Never look down on someone unless you’re helping them up.”
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Clown Corner
Harold “Scrappy” Bell, scrappysarasota@comcast.net

As you read this article, you should
be thinking about the 2017 Sahib Shrine
Circus. Your Sahib Clowns will once again
have a small part of the circus with their usual
funny skit. In addition, they will be available
to entertain the patrons before the show starts
and at the intermission.
It has been years since a Shrine Circus
was held in Bradenton, but I am sure that
there are many circus lovers that will support
our worthy cause. The clowns look forward
to the many children that will be present at
the Tuesday 10:00 a.m. performance.
Of course, we hope that there will be
many Shriners helping get the children from
their bus to their seats and then back to their
bus after the show. Thanks in advance for
YOUR help.
The clowns have had a lot of fun this past
summer doing individual and group skits at
our local “Sun & Fun.” They concluded their
fifth performance on September 7th. As per
the park directors, we did a good job at our

craft with the last being the best. Of course,
we had our resident magician, Al “Corny”
Cobb, returning from his summer residence
doing his magic with the kids.
You can see a picture of Corny working
with the kids below. In addition, there is a
picture of Steve “Inky” Holbrook showing
off his dog “See Through” doing his many
tricks. Inky was very successful keeping his
dog away from the many available
legs!!!!! You can see a picture of Harold
“Scrappy” Bell showing three of the kids
how to manipulate their yarn from one
position to another without putting it into a
knot. This was a take-home trick so they
could show others.
Our next assignment should be the
Venice Christmas Parade. Is it really that late
in the year of 2017?? Oh well, as I close
another month of clown news, just remember
"it is OUR Shrine children for whom WE are
working.”
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Past Masters
Gary Wonning, cmdr07@gmail.com

With the coming of November, we
enter into the season of Thanksgiving.
We, as Americans, have much to be
thankful for, most especially our veterans
who have sacrificed much—from the battle
of Bunker Hill to our present conflicts in the
Middle East—many have sacrificed much so
that we might live our lives in peace and
harmony.
Thank the veterans in your life, take
them out to dinner at their favorite restaurant.
The Past Masters are a Sahib Shrine unit
composed of Past Masters living in the area,
part-time or full-time. We act as ambassadors
and visit the various lodges in the district,
performing degree work and whatever
assistance they may need.
We recently assisted the Shrine in
bringing thirteen new nobles into our fine
fraternity at the recent Fall Ceremonial.
Our annual Rusty Mason degree is held
to assist brothers who haven't had the
opportunity to attend lodge for a while and

may be a little “rusty” in remembering the
required signs and passes to enter a tiled
lodge.
This year the Rusty Mason degree will
be held on Wednesday, January 17, 2018 at
the Sahib Shrine Center. Plan on attending
and invite a brother who may not have had
occasion to attend a lodge for a while.
“We act as ambassadors and visit the various
lodges in the district … ”

The Past Masters have a table at the
Thursday luncheon, located in the northeast
corner of the main hall. Come early and enjoy
good camaraderie and a drink. Lunch is at
12:00 p.m., camaraderie begins at 11:00 a.m.
The Past Masters meet every fourth
Monday, except December, at the Sahib
Shrine at 7:00 p.m. If you are a Past Master
of any masonic lodge—from any state or
country—come
early,
enjoy
good
camaraderie, and join us in making this a
better world to live in.
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Chaplain’s Notes
Lou Ortt, PM, Chaplain, lhortt@verizon.net

There is something really magnificent about Thanksgiving in our country.
Many of us are able to gather with family and
friends. In the midst of all those delicious and
tasty items, we remember that we have been
blessed with an abundance of good gifts.
As we observe the holiday we know that
things are changing in our culture. Before we
even fully digest the scrumptious meal, we
are thinking about shopping for the next
holiday, the football game or the parade. As
our minds wander it can be very difficult to
stop, pause, and reflect on all the blessings
we have and to which we owe allegiance.
There are many things in life to which
we pledge our allegiance—our flag, our
country, our fraternity, our families. If we
take our pledges seriously we are promising
our loyalty and commitment to those things.
How often do we stop and give thanks for all
those things we cherish so much and support
with our allegiance.
As we become more industrialized and
city-oriented, we tend to become a little less
thoughtful of the blessings from our
agricultural society and what those who feed
us all go through. Think about the anxiety
they have with a lack of rain and shriveled

crops. Imagine the relief they have when rain
finally comes and the earth comes back to
life. In Psalm 65 we read, “You crown the
year with your bounty,” which evokes a
picture of an abundant harvest and God’s
plentiful gifts to us. While we might not be
part of an agricultural group we must realize
how much we depend on the Creator’s
ongoing care.

“With this thought I am sure, if
we are fortunate, we will be filled
with peace and gratitude.”

So, on this Thanksgiving Day, let us be
very grateful for what we have. It is this
gratitude that connects us to the Giver of
Every Gift. With this thought I am sure, if we
are fortunate, we will be filled with peace and
gratitude.
From all the officers and members of the
Valley of Tampa we wish that each of you
may have a wonderful and joyous
Thanksgiving.
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In Memoriam
Illustrious Sir W. Bruce Steube, III, 33°, 90, of Sarasota, Florida
passed away on September 29, 2017.
He was born on September 16, 1927 in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Bruce served in the United States Navy during World War II and was
discharged at the age of 19.
He was in the printing trade all his life and started Precision Printing of Florida, Inc.
in 1975. Bruce closed the business and retired in 1998.
He was a Mason for 50 years and was raised on September 27, 1959, Sharonville
Lodge #204 in Sharonville, Ohio.
Bruce moved to Florida in December of 1962 and was affiliated with Manatee Lodge
31 in Bradenton, Florida in December of 1972. He became affiliated with Pinellas Daylight
Lodge # 385 December 14, 1996 and served as Master in 1998 and 2002. Bruce was
initiated in 1960 into the Order of the Eastern Star and was a 50-year member, serving as
Worthy Patron in 1962, York Rite Bodies 1979, Scottish Rites Bodies Spring Class of 1967
and he received KCCH in 1975 and Coroneted 33 in 1981. He served as President of the
Manatee Scottish Club and served as Class Director for 23 years and Director of Work for
five years. Bruce was Commander-Council of Kadosh 1979, Degree Master 22, 27 & 30,
32, 33 Degree and was a member of the Scottish Rite Research Society. He started as a
Shrine Member in the Spring of 1967 at Egypt Shrine and became a Charter Member of
Sahib 1982, Ritual Director in1983, President of Florida Shrine Ritual Association in 1985,
Potentate of Sahib in 1987, President of Florida Shrine Association in 1990, Puessant
Sovereign Red Cross of Constantine in 2002, De Molay Legion of Honor, Kentucky
Colonel, Tennessee Squire and Cabiri International. In 2010 Bruce was given the Award of
Merit which is the Imperial Council’s highest honor.
He is survived by his wife of 68 years, Gladys Perkins Steube;
daughter, Claudia Beth; son W. Brad (Debbie); grandsons, Greg (Jen),
Grant (Julia) and 3 great-grandchildren.
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Oriental Band
Jim Austin, Secretary, jau1060866@aol.com

Back in September, the band went
down to the Labor Day parade in Englewood
and it was a good one. A large audience,
even though it was spread over a lot of blocks
in town. They kept us playing much longer
than we usually do so we ended up much
more tired than normal. Thank goodness
they had prepared a great luncheon for
everyone. Nothing like a cold drink and
sandwich after hours in the heat.
At the end of September we had the
pleasure of welcoming the new Shriners, and
then on Saturday morning we gave a few
songs to them again—wearing a different
outfit. After all this came the Muslim Feast
and the Ladies’ Luncheon. All this turned
into a big weekend for us. Welcome fellows
and ladies.
In mid-month we did the first of the two
Venice parades, the other will be the

Saturday parade after Thanksgiving followed
by the Saturday after the Venice
parade. Sounds like a lot of work these
months, but we enjoy all of this and really
wish there were more.
Come to some of our performances and
enjoy yourselves, why don't you? ‘Til next
month, then.
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“If you want your work to be square, don’t cut corners.”
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“People who shine from within don’t need the spotlight.”
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Pull-tab Heroes: Representing the Lakewood Ranch
Garden Club are Buck and Lori Walker, seen here
flanking our own Illustrious Sir Bill Balkwill. Mrs.
Walker noted that the Manatee 4-H Club helped to
Now that’s a lot of pull-tabs! Pictured left to right are collect pull-tabs too. Aluminum pull-tabs from beverage
Illustrious Sir Bill Balkwill, Noble Guy Squier, and cans have been collected since 1992 to benefit the
patients of the Shriners Hospital for Children in Tampa.
Dave Wysynski.

Don’t Travel Alone
If you're a Noble of the
Shrine searching for brotherhood and camaraderie,
remember that Sahib Shrine
is yours.
Find your way and enjoy
your membership.
Sahib is always in need
of assistance with duties.
There are many activities to
become involved with for
your pleasure.
Don't travel alone. Bring
someone with you to travel
the journey crossing the hot
sands to the welcoming
shade of our goodly temple.
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Masonic Digest / Scottish Rite
Casey A. Fletcher, 32° KCCH, dow@srtampa.org

The explanation of the five human
senses contained in the Fellow Craft degree,
asserts that “of all the faculties, sight is the
noblest.” The lecture proceeds to make a
good argument for the validity of the claim.
Yet it is noticeable that in the sequence
of discussing the five senses, hearing is
introduced first. Despite the assertion of
sight’s nobility, perhaps our ancient brethren
wished for us to focus first upon the virtue of
being a good listener.
Plutarch of Chaeronea (45-120 CE), the
Greek writer and philosopher, introduced in
last month’s article, agrees with the idea.
His essay, “On Listening,” addresses the
“neglected art of listening.” He considered
learning to listen well to be just as important
as learning to speak well, much as in a ball
game, one must be able to both throw and
catch (his example).
Receptive listening, Plutarch suggests,
requires listening in silence, without
interruption; clearing one’s mind of envy for
the speaker’s skill, or of contempt for his
failings. A good listener learns to recognize
and respond to excellence for his betterment
or, if error is detected, how he could do
better.
Listening is not a passive activity. We
listen not to fill our minds, but to ignite it.
“Listening is our means of sparking our own
original thought.” Above all, Plutarch
asserts, we listen for self-improvement. As
we develop skill in listening, in learning to
detect value or error in what we hear, we soon
begin to “pay closer attention to ourselves
when we speak.”
Plutarch advocates humility in our
listening. He notes it is seldom difficult to
criticize and repudiate a speech once it has
been delivered, but it is often “hard work to
raise” an improved version or counterargument instead.
He likewise cautions against listening
too much to discourse we are already familiar
with or may already agree with. Such activity

does nothing to ignite or improve our
thinking, virtue or decision-making. We
ought to act more like bees (a symbol from
the third degree) and less like “garlandweavers.” The latter weaves together
“blossom-laden, sweet-smelling plants” into
some pleasant, but familiar, articles. The
bee, in contrast, will often fly past fields of
“violets, roses and delphiniums” to swoop
down upon the most pungent of plants, with
intent to obtain the ingredients for “yellow
honey” and then “fly away to get on with its
work.”
His point is well-illustrated. We listen to
learn, to improve ourselves, to build or make
something. “On Listening” contains a
plethora of coaching tips for improving our
listening skills.
Our ancient brethren no doubt listened to
Plutarch when they inserted “hearing” prior
to “seeing” in the Fellow Craft lecture.
We live in a noisy world. Listening is
hard work, listening well is still harder.
Plutarch admonishes us that “proper listening
is the foundation of proper living.”
The next Scottish Rite Reunion is
scheduled for May 5 and 6, 2018. Petitions
for membership can be found at
http://tampascottishrite.org.
The Valley of Tampa regularly meets at
its Center in Tampa on the 2nd Monday of
each month. Dinner is served at 5:45 p.m.
Our November 13th meeting will be
Worshipful Master and Youth Recognition
Night (rescheduled from September because
of the hurricane); the program will begin at
7:00 p.m.
Casey Fletcher is Past Master of Tuscan
Lodge No. 6 in Bartow, Florida. He notes
that throwing is easier than catching.

Attend Your BLUE LODGE
That’s Where Shriners Are Born!
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Our monthly magazine is read by over 2,000
subscribers, advertisers and complementary readers
and is available for anyone to view and/or download
on our website, www.sahibshrine.org/reporter.
You can also obtain the brochure and sales contract
there.
Annual Advertising Rates for the Sahib Reporter
Interior Full Page ........... $ 1,125 Half Page .......... $ 675
Third Page ........................... 450 Quarter Page ....... 375
Business Card ...................... 225
Phone: (941) 366-4449
Email: recorder@sahibshrine.org

Page 38

SAHIB REPORTER

November 2017

Sar-I Court No. 79 - LOSNA
Carol Hart, High Priestess, hrhrt@verizon.net

I would like to thank Sahib for the
invitation to attend and speak about LOSNA
at their new Nobles Ladies Luncheon in
September. I know how exciting it is to
initiate new candidates and wish them well.
I would also like to extend a warm welcome
to each of their ladies and invite them to
become one of our members. If you would
like to join, please ask any of our ladies or
call me at (941) 284-8119.
We have all been very busy recovering
from the storm but took some time off to
attend our court meeting in October.
Friendships were renewed after the long
summer without meetings.
“The Merrie Makers … is a
wonderful group of ladies who
perform fun skits and always seem
to make us laugh.”

Next will be the return of our snowbird
friends. I can hardly wait for Jo-Anne
Hedley-Plante, PHP of Bokhara in Toronto,
Ontario, to return to Florida for the winter.
Another friend was our luncheon speaker,

Illustrious Sir Bill Balkwill. It is always a
pleasure when he shares the events going on
at Sahib with us. Thanks Bill.
October was a busy time for us as we
prepared for the November Sunshine Unit
Meet that was mentioned last month.
Remember that our units perform and the
public is welcome to attend. You may
contact Mary Jane Hamilton, PHP at (941)
266-5579 for information.
Our highlighted group this month is the
Merrie Makers. This is a wonderful group of
ladies who perform fun skits and always
seem to make us laugh. Their Directress is
Lady Ginny Hochroth and they meet the third
Tuesday of each month at 10:30 a.m. at the
Scottish Rite and are always looking for funloving ladies to join them.
On behalf or myself and Sar-I court we
wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving.
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Nyla Temple No. 152
Katherine A. Rodd, PQ, Queen, kahr1946@gmail.com

Thanksgiving: according to the
dictionary it is a formal, often public,
expression of thanks to God in the form of a
prayer, etc. Here in the United States, we
annually celebrate the holiday of
Thanksgiving on the fourth Thursday of the
month of November. It was instituted by the
Pilgrims to give thanks to God for their
survival in full.
This November we have so much to be
thankful for in our lives. First it was
hurricane Harvey which missed us but made
its blow on Texas. Hurricane Irma hit Florida
with a vengeance. Yes, we had damage,
flooding, and no electricity; but the one thing
we can be grateful for is that when we are hit
with hard times, we work together and help
one another. With so many of our shelters
filled, our lodges opened their doors for
people to seek shelter. How many states and
Canada sent utility workers and tree service
companies to get us back to our normal life
style?
If this wasn’t enough tragedy, the
shooting in Las Vegas devastated the
country. Again, we worked together and
continue helping each other get through this.
Strangers were helping one another and some
even shielded others from the bullets.
Why do I mention all these tragedies and
say we should be thankful? In this world of

turmoil we have not lost the gift of love for
one another, caring for those in need, and
willingness to put our daily lives on the line
to help and protect. This is why we need to
be thankful. We have not lost these virtues.
As members of the various fraternal
organizations, as long as we keep these
virtues and remember our obligations, we
will survive.
“In this world of turmoil, we have not
lost the gift of love for one another,
caring for those in need, and
willingness to put our daily lives on the
line to help and protect.”

Yes, we are all going through rough
times as far as membership, but by example
and coming out into public we have taken the
first step toward public awareness.
Daughters of the Nile and all fraternal
organizations are suffering as far as
membership, but taking small strides in
changing with the times—one step at a
time—we all will conquer this hurdle and
begin to grow in numbers.
Interested in Daughters of the Nile, what
we are about and our mission? Please contact
Queen Katherine Ann Rodd at 941-776-0937
or e-mail roddbobkat@aol.com for more
information. Happy Thanksgiving.

Sahib Shrine is Online!
www.SahibShrine.org
www.SarasotaShrineCenter.com
www.ShrineLive.com
www.SahibShrineCircus.com
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“Always have a willing hand to help someone,
you might be the only one that does.”
Roy T. Bennett
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“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.”
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NOVEMBER 25

7:00 P.M.

Venice Holiday Parade

DECEMBER 2

7:00 P.M.

Sarasota Holiday Parade

DECEMBER 9

5:00 P.M.

North Port Poinsettia Parade
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Please consider making a donation to the
Sahib Shriner’s Capital Asset Addition
Replacement Trust Fund. Use the form at left.
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CLICK HERE TO SEE THE LATEST CALENDAR
UPDATES FROM SAHIBSHRINE.ORG
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